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INDIA AND ITS INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS

INDIA - AFGHANISTAN RELATIONS
India and Afghanistan have a strong
relationship based on historical and cultural links.
India has played a significant role in the
reconstruction and rehabilitation of Afghanistan.
We believe that democracy and development are
the key instruments to ensure that Afghanistan
becomes a source of regional stability. This has
been re flected in the Strategic Partnership
Agreement, signed between Afghanistan and
India during Afghan President Hamid Karzai’s
visit to India in October 2011, which reinforced the
strong, vibrant and multi-faceted relations
between the two countries and at the same time
formalized a framework for c ooperation in
various areas between the two countries: political
& security cooperation; trade & economic
cooperation; capacity development and education;
and social, cultural, civil society & people-to-people
relations. This agreement is a strong signal of our
abiding commitment to peace, stability and
prosperity in Afghanistan during this critical
period of security and governance transition. The
commitment is also reflected in our extensive
developmental assistance programme, which now
stands at around US $2 billion, m akin g I ndi a the
5 th la rge s t bi la tera l d o no r in Afghanistan
after the US, UK, Japan and Germany. This, by any
reckoning, is a substantial amount for a nontraditional donor like India.

Bilatera l Visits
There also exists a high-level political
engagement with Afghanistan, which is reflected
in the large number of bilateral high-level visits.
There have been frequent high level visits from
both sides in 2011-12, including among others,
External Affairs Minister (EAM) and National
Security Adviser (NSA) in January and March
2011 respectively; Prime Minister in May
2011; Special Envoy to PM to Kabul in June 2011
for a meeting of the International Contact Group;
Foreign Secretary in September 2011; Minister of
Law & Justice Shri Salman Khurshid on September
24, 2011 after the demise of Prof. Burhanuddin
Rabbani, and again on June 14 for the Heart of
Asia Conference in Kabul, and Minister for Steel
Shri Beni Prasad Verma in April 2012. From the
Afghan side high level visits to India include:
President Hamid Karzai in February, 2011; Defence
Minister Wardak in June, 2011; First Vice President
Marshal Fahim in June 2011; a Parliamentary
delegation led by Speaker of the lower house of the
Afghan Parliament Mr Ibrahimi to India in July,
2011; a delegation from the High Peace Council
headed by its Chairman, late Prof. Burhanuddin
Rabbani in July 2011; Afghan NSA Mr Rangin
Dadfar Spanta in August, 2011; Afghan Minister
of Mines Mr Shahrani for the TAPI meeting in
September, 2011; Afghan Commerce Minister Mr.
Anwar ul Ahady in October 2011 for the CII, SME
summit, President Karzai in October 2011, Minister
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of Mines and Finance Minister in January 2012 for
the CII Partnership Summit in Hyderabad and
Foreign Minister Zalmai Rassoul at the first
Partnership Council meeting on May 1, 2012.
Lately Dr. Zalmai Rassoul, Minister of Foreign
Affairs, Mr. Anwar-ul-Haq Ahady, Minister of
Commerce and Industry, Mr. Omar Zakhi lw al ,
Mi ni ster o f Mi ne s, M r. W ah id ul lah Shahrani,
Minister of Mines and Mr. Asef Rahimi, Minister of
Agriculture were in Delhi on June 28 for the Delhi
Investment Summit on Afghanistan, which
sought to provide a forum for potential investors
from the region and beyond to meet and explore
possible cross-country company partnerships on
investments in and around Afghanistan in various
sectors where Afghanistan holds the promise of
significant potential, opportunity and need, as a
means of bringing stability and development to
Afghanistan through economic means in the
challenging post-2014 phase.

km road project from Zaranj to Delaram in
southwestern Afghanistan to facilitate movement
of goods and services to the Iranian border and,
onward, to the Chahbahar Port was inaugurated
by the Afghan President and Indian External
Affairs Minister in January 2009. India constructed
the 202 kms long 220 kV DC transmission line from
Pul-e-Khumri to Kabul and a 220/110/20 kV substation at Chimtala, bringing Uzbek electricity and
lighting up the city of Kabul throughout the year.
This project was completed in collaboration with
the Afghan Government, ADB and the W orld B
an k, with in puts from USAI D and international
energy firms, and is an outstanding example of
regional and international cooperation in
Afghanistan. The other two major infrastructure
projects, the construction of the Afghan
Parliament in Kabul and the construction of Salma
Dam power project in Herat province, are under
progress and would be completed by 2012.

Development Partnership

Under humanitarian assistance, India
supplies 100 gms of fortified, high-protein biscuits
every day to each of the nearly two million school
children in 33 of the 34 provinces of Afghanistan
under a School Feeding Programme administered
through the World Food Programme. During the
visit of President Karzai to India in January 2009,
India announced the gift of 250,000 metric tonnes
of wheat to assist Afghanistan tide over its food
shortage. The Indian Medical Missions in the five
major cities are providing free medical consultations
and medicines to over 30,000 Afghans every
month.

India has played an active role in the
development of Afghanistan based on the
understanding that social and economic
development in Afghanistan is crucial to regional
stability. The principal objective of India’s
development partnership is to assist in building
indigenous Afghan capacity and institutions and
to ensure that development touches all the regions
of Afghanistan and encompasses all the sectors of
development. India’s pledged assistance to
Afghanistan stands at a little under U.S. $2 billion,
making it the fifth largest bilateral do nor in
Afghanistan. All the pro jects are undertaken in
partnership with the Afghan government,
inconsonance with the Afghanistan National
Development Strategy.
India’s programmes cover four broad areas –
infrastructure projects, humanitarian assistance,
small and community based development projects,
and education and capacity development. The 218

An innovative scheme focussing on small and
community-based development projects, with a
short gestation period and having a direct impact
on community life was unveiled during Prime
Minister Dr. Manmohan Singh’s visit to
Afghanistan in August 2005. So far, 101 such
projects with emphasis on local ownership and
management in the field of agriculture, rural
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development, education, health, vocational
training, and solar energy have been initiated.
In education and institution development,
India is providing every year 675 long-term
university scholarships, sponsored by the Indian
Council for Cultural Relations (ICCR) for undergraduate and post- gradu ate stu die s f or Afgh an
stu den ts in I ndi a. Si mi larly, a no the r 675 a
nnu al sh ort-term I nd ia Technical and
Educational Cooperation (ITEC) training
scholarships for Afghan public servants are
provided in Indian technical and professional
institutions. More than 20 Indian Civil Servants
served as coaches and m en to rs u nd e r
Capacity for Afghan Public Administration
programme supported by UNDP and the G ov e
rnm e n ts o f A f gh a n is ta n a n d I n di a.
Confederation of Indian Industries (CII) built an
India- Afghanistan Vocational Training Centre for
training Afghan youth in carpentry, plumbing,
welding, masonry and tailoring. Another
innovative programme was executed by the wellknown Indian NGO, SEWA (Self-Employed
Women’s Association), which built a Women’s
Vocational Training Centre in Bagh-e-Zanana in
Kabul for training of Afghan women (Warwidows and orphans) in garment making, nursery
plantation, and food processing and marketing.
Capacity Building Programmes are also und erway
in the fields of diplomacy, media and information,
civil aviation, agricultural research and education,
health care and medicinal science, tourism,
education, standardisation, rural development,
public administration, electoral management and
administration and local governance. Besides
these, India is involved in reconstruction of the
Indira Gandhi Institute of Child Health and the
Habibia School in Kabul. India has assisted in
expansion of Afghan National TV network by
providing an uplink from Kabul and downlinks in
all 34 provincial capitals for promoting greater
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connectivity. It has also gifted around 1,000
vehicles including buses, utility vehicles and
ambulances to Afghanistan.
Agriculture being the key to the development
of Afghanistan, India announced at the London
Conference in January 2010, 100 fellowships for
Masters and Ph.D programmes for existing faculty
members and another 200 for fresh graduates each
year for the ne xt f ive years to ass ist in faculty a
nd student India seeks to expand its economic
presence in Afghanistan as the international
coalition fighting the Taliban withdraws combat
forces through 2014. Especially, it wants to improve
transport connectivity and economic collaboration
with countries in Central and South Asia. India has
already invested US$10.8 billion in Afghanistan as
of 2012. More such projects are likely to come up
after Nato’s withdrawal. This includes setting up
Iron ore mines, a 6 MTPA steel plant (by SAIL—
Steel Authority of India Limited), an 800 MW power
plant, Hydro-electric power projects, transmission
lines, roads etc., India and Iran are set to ink a transit
agreement on transporting goods to landlocked
Afghanistan. The Indian government is investing
more than US$100 million in the expansion of
the Chabahar port in south-eastern Iran which will
serve as a hub for the transportation of transit
goods. Besides as a goodwill gesture, India is also
constructing a new Parliament complex for the
Afghan government at a cost of INR 710 crores
(USD 115 million). This building may be
inaugurated in January 2016.development in the
agricultural sector. To build indigenous Afghan
capacity and institutions, India also announced its
strong support to the proposed Afghan National
Institution Building Project of the UNDP.
In regional cooperation, Afghanistan joined
SAARC at the 14th SAARC Summit held in Delhi
in April 2007, opening possibilities of Afghanistan
becoming a trade, transportation and energy hub
linking together the countries of the region from
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Central to South Asia. India has also encouraged
Afghanistan’s efforts at capitalising on its unique
geographical lo catio n a t the he art of the Asi an
co nti ne nt by supporting regional initiatives like
the Istanbul process and RECCA that seek to assist
in Afghanistan’s development through
cooperation in a various sectors of the economy.
On 22 May 2014 the Indian consulate in
Herat was attacked by 3 militants equipped with
AK-47s, RPGs, hand grenades and suicide vests.
“Our premises have been repeatedly attacked by
those who do not support India’s development
work in Afghanistan. The attack will not dilute
India’s development assistance and its contribution
to rehabilitation and reconstruction of
Afghanistan,” India’s ambassador to Kabul Amar
Sinha said at the time.
INDIA - BANGLADESH RELATIONS
India’s links with Bangladesh are
civilisational, cultural, social and economic. There
is much that unites the two countries – a shared
history and common heritage, linguistic and
cultural ties, passion for music, literature and the
arts. With Bangladesh, India shares not only a
common history of struggle for freedom and
liberation but also enduring feelings of both
fraternal as well as familial ties. This commonality
is reflected in multi-dimensional relations with
Bangladesh at several levels of interaction. Highlevel exchanges, visits and meetings take place
regularly alongside the wide ranging peopletopeople interaction. India’s Missions in Bangladesh
issue about half a million visas every year and
thousands of Bangladeshi students study in India
on self-financing basis and are recipients of over
one hundred annual GOI scholarships.
Areas of Contention
1. A major area of contention has been the
construc- tion and operation of the Farakka
Barrage by In- dia to increase water supply

in the river Hoogly. Bangladesh insists that it
does not receive a fair share of the Ganges
waters during the drier sea- sons, and gets
flooded during the monsoons when India releases excess waters.
2. There have also been disputes regarding the
transfer of Teen Bigha Corridor to
Bangladesh. Part of Bangladesh is surrounded by the Indian state of West Bengal.
On 26 June 1992, India leased three bigha
land to Bangladesh to connect this enclave
with mainland Bangladesh. There was dispute regarding the indefinite nature of the
lease. The dispute was resolved by an mutual agreement between India and
Bangladesh in 2011.
3. Terrorist activities carried out by outfits
based in both countries, like Banga Sena and
Harkat- ul -Jihad - al- Islami . Recently
India and Bangladesh had agreed jointly to
fight terrorism.
4. Bangladesh has consistently denied India
tran- sit facility to the landlocked North Eastern Re- gions of India. Although India has a
narrow land link to this North eastern region, which is famously kno wn as the
Siliguri C orridor or “India’s Chicken Neck”.
5. Illegal Bangladeshi immigration into India.
The border is porous and migrants are able
to cross illegally, though sometimes only in
return for fi- nancial or other incentives to
border security per- sonnel. Bangladeshi officials have denied the existence of
Bangladeshis living in India and those illegal
migrants found are described as having been
trafficked. This has considerable repercussions for those involved, as they are
stigmatised for having been involved in
prosti- tution, whether or not this has actu-
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ally been the case. Cross border migrants are
also at far higher risk of HIV/Aids infection.
6. C o nti n uo u s bo rde r killi ng o f I n di a n
a nd Bangladeshi people, aiding illegal immigrants, helping in armed decoity, fake
money transfer and illegal drug trades by
both Indian and Bangladeshi people are the
major problems be- tween Bangladesh and
India.
7. Both Bangladesh and India make claims over
the same seawater at the Bay of Bengal.
8. There was a minor glitch in their relation
when former Indian Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh accidentally mentioned
that 25% of Bangladeshis are anti-Indian,
during an informal press meet.
Recent High Level Contacts
Prime Minister of India Dr. Manmohan Singh
accompanied by EAM, Chief Ministers of 4 States (
A ss a m , M e gh a l aya, T ri pura an d Mi zo
ra m) neighbouring Bangladesh, and an official &
media delegation visited Dhaka on September 6-7,
2011 at the invitation of PM Sheikh Hasina. Ten
Agreements/ Protocols/MOUs including a
Framework Agreement on Cooperation for
Development and Protocol to the Agreement
concerning demarcation of the Land Boundary
between India and Bangladesh were signed. PM
announced the commencement of unfettered 24hour access across the Tin Bigha corridor to
Dahagram and Angorpota enclaves as well as
duty-free import of 46 textile items (subsequently
expanded to all items, except 25) from Bangladesh.
Earlier Prime Minister of Bangladesh Sheikh
Hasina accompanied by a 123- member delegation
had paid a State visit to India from January 10-13,
2010. The Prime Ministers of the two countries
agreed to put in place a comprehensive framework
of cooperation for development of the two
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countries based on their mutually shared vision for
the future. A Joint Communiqué issued during the
visit outlined various initiatives.
Union Minister for Power Shri Sushil Kumar
Shinde visited Bangladesh on September 15-16,
2011 to attend the 4th SAARC Energy Ministers’
Conference held in Dhaka. On the sidelines of the
Conference, he had a bilateral meeting with
Adviser(Energy) to PM Tawfique Elahi Chowdhury
and BD State Minister for Power Mohd. Enamul
Huq and discussed import of 250MW power from
India and establishment of a 1,320MW coal-based
power plant at Bagerhat, Khulna. Bangladesh
Home Minister Advocate Shahara Khatun and
Adviser(Int’l relations) to PM Dr. Gowher Rizvi,
along with an official delegation, visited India to
attend the second Home Ministers’ meeting on
February 24-25, 2012.
Shri Pranab Mukherjee, Finance Minister
visited Dhaka on May 5-6, 2012 to attend the
Concluding ceremony of the year-long Joint
Celebrations of the 150th Birth Anniversary of
Rabindranath Tagore. During the visit, FM
announced conversion of US$200 million as grant
from the USD 1 billion LOC for projects prioritized
by Bangladesh. Minister of Law & Justice a nd M
in ori ty A ff ai rs Sa lm a n Kh ursh i d vi si ted
Bangladesh from May 24-27, 2012 and led a
delegation of three M.P.s and senior officials to
participate in the J oi n t C e l ebra ti o n s o f th e
90 th A n niv e rs a ry of publication of ‘Bidrohi’ by
Kazi Nazrul Islam.
The first meeting of the India-Bangladesh Joint
Consultative Commission was held on May 7, 2012
in New Delhi. EAM and Bangladesh Foreign
Minister Dr. Dipu Moni and their respective
delegations discussed a ll bil a tera l m a tte rs a
n d a ss ess pro gre ss of implementation of the
2011 Joint Statement and 2010 Joint Communiqué.
Bangladesh Foreign Secretary Mohamed Mijarul
Quayes visited New Delhi on July 24, 2012 for
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Foreign Office Consultations and held discussions
on the entire gamut of bilateral issues. He also
called on External Affairs Minister and National
Security Adviser and met Water Resources
Secretary during this visit.
Rural De velopm ent a nd Drinking Wate r &
Sanitation Minister Jairam Ramesh visited
Bangladesh from August 4-6, 2012 to attend an
International C o nf e renc e o n “P eo pl e ’ s Em
pow e rme n t a nd Development. During his visit,
he called on PM Sheikh Hasina and met with
Environment & Forests Minister, A gri cu ltu re M
i ni s ter a n d H e al th M i n is te r of Bangladesh.
Sharing of River Waters
India and Bangladesh share 54 common rivers.
The Ganga Waters Treaty was signed on
December 12, 1996 for water sharing of river Ganga
during lean season (January 1-May 31). The 37th
Joint Rivers Commission (JRC) meeting was held
in New Delhi from March 17-20, 2010. In the last
technical level meeting held in Kolkata in February
2012, both sides exchanged data at Dalia in
Bangladesh and Gazaldoba in India.
Bilateral Trade
Bangladesh is an important trading partner for
India. The two-way trade in FY 2010-2011 was
US$5.099 billion with India’s exports to Bangladesh
accounting for US$ 4.586 billion and imports US $
0.512 million.
Institutional Mechanisms
Some of the important institutional
mechanisms that meet periodically to discuss
bilateral issues include Joint Rivers Commission
(JRC) and Joint Economic Commission (JEC) at
Ministerial level, Foreign Office Consultations,
Home, Commerce and Water Resources Secretary
level talks, BSF-BD R DG-le vel bo rder coordination
conference, Joint Working Group on Security (JWG),

Joint Boundary Working Group (JBWG), Joint
Working Group on Trade (JWG), Joint Group of
Customs Officials (JGC), Protocol Renewal C om
mi ttee a nd S ta nd in g Co mm itte e to rev iew
implementation of Protocol on Inland Water Transit
and Trade, and Inter- Governmental Railway
Meeting.
14th Meeting of the BIWTA was held in Goa
wherein the bilateral protocol was renewed for one
year till March 31, 2012. The Standing Committee
on IWTT met in Dhaka on February 12-13, 2012.
Following the Commerce Secretary Level Talks held
in New Delhi on March 28 -29, 2012, the Indi aBan glade sh Trade Agreement was renewed for
three years. Pursuant to the Shipping Secretary
Talks held on July 2-3, 2012, the bilateral Protocol
on Inland Water Transit and Trade was renewed
for two years till March 31, 2014. India has also
agreed to pay Tk 100 million every year for
maintaining two river routes viz. DoikhawaSirajganj and Zakiganj-Sherpur.
India’s Economic Assistance to
Bangladesh
On the economic assistance side, India has
extended a line of credit of US$1 billion to
Bangladesh for a range of projects, including
railway infrastructure, supply of BG locomotives
and passenger coaches, procurement of buses, and
dredging projects. The Line of Credit Agreement
was signed in Dhaka on August 7, 2010 between
EXIM Bank of India and Government of
Bangladesh. India has stood by Bangladesh in its
hour of need with aid worth over Taka 250 crore
(over US $ 37 million) to help it cope with natural
disasters and floods in 2007-08 including supply of
1,000 MT of skimmed milk powder, and 40,000 MT
of rice. India has completed and handed over 2,649
core shelters in the affected villages in Bagerhat
district in southern Bangladesh.
Technical Cooperation
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On January 29 2012, NTPC and BPDB signed
an agree m ent to s et u p a J oi n t V e n tu re for
the establishment of a 1320MW coal-based power
plant in Bagerhat district, Khulna at an estimated
cost of $1.5 billion and is expected to be
commissioned by 2016. Scholarships and training
programmes under ITEC, TCS of Colombo Plan,
ICCR, AYUSH, Commonwealth, SAARC and IORARC scholarships/ fellowship schemes are being
offered to Bangladesh nationals. India offers 100
slots under ITEC and 35 slots under Technical
Cooperation Scheme of Colombo Plan every year
to Bangladesh. In the last three years (2006-07 to
2009-10), 414 participants from Bangladesh
underwent training in India under ITEC
Programme and Technical Cooperation Scheme of
Colombo Plan. Muktijoddha Scholarship Scheme
extended by the Government of I ndi a to H igh e r
S ec o nd a ry- le v el stu d en ts ( 200 sch olarships
) an d Gra duate-lev el s tuden ts ( 478 scholarships).
Three Bangladesh Diplomats were imparted
training at Foreign Service Institute, New Delhi in
2011.
Cultural Exchanges
Given the shared history and commonality of
language, cultural exchanges form an important
bond of friendship between the people of two
countries. Special emphasis has been laid on
promotion of exchanges in the fields of music,
theatre, art, painting, books, etc. A bilateral Cultural
Exchange Programme (CEP) 2009-2012 provides the
framework for such exchanges. To promote bilateral
cultural exchanges, the Indira Gandhi Cultural
Centre (IGCC) of Indian Council for Cultural
Relations was inaugurated at Dhaka on March 11,
2010. Secretary, Ministry of Culture visited
Bangladesh from December 19-22, 2010 and
Bangladesh Culture Secretary visited India on April
6-8, 2011 for holding talks on joint celebrations of
150th a nn iv ersa ry o f Ra bi nd ra n ath Ta go re.
The jo int inaugural ceremonies were held in
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Dhaka on 6 May a nd N ew D el h i o n 7 M a y
20 11 a nd yea r- lo ng celebrations are underway.
Government of Bangladesh h eld a gran d ce re
mo n y i n th e Ba n gaba n dhu International
Conference Centre, Dhaka on March 27, 2012 to
honour the foreign friends of Bangladesh for their
contribution to the 1971 Liberation War. Out of a
total o f 13 5 fo reign fri ends , 45 Indi an f rien ds/
institutions were also conferred the Liberation War
Honour and Friends of Liberation War Honour by
the President and Prime Minister of Bangladesh.
At the invitation of EAM, a 21-member
cultural delegation from the Departments of
Theatre and Music of the University of Dhaka led
by the Vice Chancellor of the Dhaka University,
Prof. A.A.M.S. Arefin Siddique visited India on a
goodwill visit from August 22-27, 2011. During the
visit, Prof. Siddique called on EAM and discussed
ways and means to consolidate cultural exchange
between India and Bangladesh through studentteacher exchange programmes and reciprocal
programmes of cooperation.
In order to promote people to people
exchanges, one hundred scholarships are being
granted by ICCR every year to students from
Bangladesh for pursuing general courses in arts,
sciences, engineering and also specialized courses
for culture, drama, music, fine arts and sports, etc.
During Bangladesh PM Sheikh Hasina’s visit in
January 2010, India has offered to provide 300
scholarships annually for five years to students
from Bangladesh for studying and training in
Universities and training institutions in India.
From October 2013, India started exporting
500 megawatts of electricity a day to Bangladesh
over a During Indian Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s state visit to Bangladesh during June 2015
two countries signed a total of 22 agreements
including the ones on maritime safety co-operation
and curbing human trafficking and fake Indian
currency. Modi also announced a line of credit of
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$2 billion to Bangladesh.
A 125-kilometre Baharampur- Bheramara
transmission line, 40 km of it in Bangladesh,
connects the two substations. Bangladesh officials
believe the export would greatly ease the national
shortage once 500 MW flows into the national
grid. The two country’s Prime Ministers also
unveiled the plaque of the 1,320-MW coal-fired
Rampal power plant, a joint venture between the
two countries.The link is being seen as a major
milestone in strengthening the bilateral
relationship and comes at a time when India is
desperate to make up for its inability to deliver on
two key pacts with Bangladesh: one on Teesta
waters and the land boundary pact.
Fro m No v e mbe r 201 3, W aga h B o rde r
li ke ceremony is being organised at Petrapole (in
West B en ga l, In di a) - Be na po l e (B an gla de
sh) border checkpoint.The ceremony which
includes parades, march-past and lowering of the
national flag of both the countries is now a daily
routine, at sundown, on the eastern border. The
relations between the countries are definitely
moving in positive direction.
In June 2014, during her first official overseas
visit, Foreign Minister of India, Sushma Swaraj
concluded various agreements to boost ties. They
include:
• Easing of Visa regime to provide 5 year multiple entry visas to minors below 13 and elderly above
• Proposal of a special economic zone in
Bangladesh
• Agreement to send back a fugitive murder
ac- cused from India
• Provide an additional 100 MW power from
Tripura
• Increase the frequency of Maitreyee Express

and start buses between Dhaka and
Guwahati and Shillong
• Bangladesh allowed India to ferry
foodgrains to the landlocked North East
Indias using its terri- tory and infrastructure.
INDIA-CHINA BILATERAL RELATIONS
Political Relations
The People ’s Republic of China (PRC) was
established on October 1, 1949, and India was the
first non-communist country to establish an
Embassy in PRC. On April 1, 1950, India and China
established diplomatic relations. The two countries
also jointly expounded the Panchsheel (Five
Principles of Peaceful Co-existence) in 1954. Chinese
Premier Zhou Enlai visited India in June 1954 and
Prime Minister Nehru visited China in October
1954. Premier Zhou Enlai again visited India in
January 1957 and in April 1960.
The India-China conflict in 1962 led to a
serious setback in bilateral relations. India and
China restored ambassadorial relations in August
1976. Higher political level contacts were revived
by the visit of the then External Affairs Minister,
A.B. Vajpayee in February 1979. The Chinese
Foreign Minister Huang Hua paid a return visit to
India in June, 1981.
Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi visited China in
December 1988. During this visit, both sides agreed
to develop and expand bilateral relations in all
fields. It was also agreed to establish a Joint Working
Group (JWG) - to seek fair, reasonable and mutually
acceptable solution on the boundary question - and
a Joint Economic Group (JEG).
From the Chinese side, Premier Li Peng visited
India in December 1991. Prime Minister Narasimha
Rao visited China in September 1993. The
Agreement on the Maintenance of Peace and
Tranquility along the Line of Actual Control (LAC)
in the India - China Border Area was signed during
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this visit, providing for both sides to respect the
status quo on the border, clarify the LAC where
there are doubts and undertake CBMs.
President R. Venkataraman paid a state visit
to China in May 1992. This was the first Head of
State- level visit from India to China. President Jiang
Zemin’s state visit to India in November 1996 was
similarly the first by a PRC Head of State to India.
The four agreements signed during his visit included
the one on CBMs in the Military Field along the
LAC covering adoption of concrete measures
between the two militaries to enhance exchanges
and to promote cooperation and trust.
After the nuclear tests in May 1998, the
relations faced a minor setback. External Affairs
Minister Jaswant Singh visited China in June 1999
and both sidesreiterated that neither country is a
threat to the other. President K.R. Narayanan’s visit
to China in May - June 2000 marked a return to
high level exchanges. Premier Zhu Rongji visited
India in January 2002.
Prime Minister A.B. Vajpayee visited China in
June 2003 during which a Declaration on Principles
for Relations and Comprehensive Cooperation was
signed. This was the first com prehen sive d ocumen
t on development of bilateral relations signed at the
highest level between India and China. India and
China concluded a border trade protocol to add a
border crossing between Sikkim and Tibet
Autonomous Region. The two Prime Ministers
appointed Special Repre se n tativ es to e x pl o re
f rom the poli tic al perspective of the overall
bilateral relationship the framework of a boundary
settlement.
Premier Wen Jiabao visited India in April 2005.
A Joint Statement was signed by Premier Wen and
Prime Minister Dr. Manmohan Singh. During the
visit, the two sides issued a Joint Statement
establishing a Strategic and Cooperative
Partnership for Peace and Prosperity. It reflects the
consen sus th at bil ateral relations transcend
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bilateral issues and have acquired a global and
strategic perspective. The agreement on Political
Parameters and Guiding Principles signed during
the visit represents successful conclusion of the first
phase of the work of the Special Representatives
on the boundary question.
Chinese President Hu Jintao visited India in
November 2006. During the visit, the two sides
issued a Joint Declaration containing a ten-pronged
strategy to intensify cooperation in all areas and to
give greater content to India-China Strategic and
Cooperative Partnership. President of the Indian
National Congress and Chairperson of the United
Progressive Alliance Smt. Sonia Gandhi visited
China at the invitation of the General Secretary of
the Communist Party of China (CPC) President Hu
Jintao on 25-29 October 2007. She met with
President Hu Jintao and Premier Wen Jiabao besides
other leaders of the CPC. She paid another visit to
China in August 2008 at the invitation of the
Communist Party of China to witness the opening
ceremony of the Beijing Olympic Games and met,
among others, PRC Vice President Xi Jinping. Prime
Minister Dr. Manmohan Singh visited China on 1315 January 2008. During the visit, he had extensive
discussions with Premier Wen Jiabao and met with
President Hu Jintao and NPC Chairman Wu
Bangguo. A joint document entitled “A Shared
Vision for the 21st Century of the Republic of India
and the People’s Republic of China” was issued
during the visit, o utli ni n g c o m mo n po s i ti o
n s o n a n um be r of international and some
bilateral issues. Prime Minister also a ddressed a
high-level business eve nt and delivered a speech
at the Chinese Academy of Social Sciences. Prime
Minister visited China again in October 2008 to
participate in the 7th Asia-Europe Summit held in
Beijing on 24-25 October.
The President of India paid a state-visit to
China from 26-31 May, 2010. In Beijing, she held
talks with Chinese President Hu Jintao and met with
NPC Chairman Wu Bangguo, Premier Wen Jiabao
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and CPPCC Chairman Jia Qinglin. The Indian
President, along with Chinese Vice President Xi
Jinping, attended the reception to mark the 60th
anniversary of diplomatic rel ation s joi ntly organ
ized by C PAFFC and the Embassy of India. She
visited Luoyang to inaugurate the Indianstyle
Buddhist Temple which was dedicated as a gift from
India to the people of China. In Shanghai, she
visited the Indian pavilion and the Chinese pavilion
at the Shanghai EXPO and also had a meeting with
Shanghai Party Secretary, Yu Zhengsheng. A
Tagore bust was also inaugurated by the Indian
President.
Chinese Premier Wen Jiabao paid a three day
official visit to India from 15-17 December 2010.
During his visit, Premier Wen met with President
Smt. Pratibha Patil, PM Shri Manmohan Singh, Vice
President Shri Hamid Ansari, UPA Chairperson
Smt. Sonia Gandhi and the Leader of Opposition
Smt. Sushma Swaraj. Premier Wen also interacted
with children in the Tagore International School;
addressed India-China business cooperation
summit; delivered a lecture at the Indian Council
of World Affairs; and attended the closing
ceremony of the Festival of China in India along
with PM. Six agreements on cultural exchange,
green technologies, media exchanges, hydrological
data, and banking were signed and a Joint
Communiqué was released. During the visit, a
bilateral trade target of 100 billion USD was set to
be reached by 2015. A Strategic Economic Dialogue
and a CEO Forum were established; and 201 1 was
dec lare d as ‘Yea r of Indi a-Ch ina exchange’.
The establishment of hotline between the Indian PM
and the Chinese Premier, a mechanism of annual
Foreign Ministers Meeting and a regular high level
exchange mechanism were also announced.
The year 2011 saw a series of exchanges in
diverse fields. PM Shri Manmohan Singh visited
Sanya from April 12-15 to participate in the BRICS
Summit. On the sidelines, PM also had a bilateral
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meeting with Chinese President Hu Jintao. Chief
Ministers of Bihar, Madhya Pradesh and Gujarat
visited China in June, September and November
respectively. Similarly Chairman of Xinjiang
Autonomous Region and Party Secretary of Gansu
also visited India as part of the MEA-ILD exchange
and Distinguished Visitors Programme of MEA.
One of the highlight of the “Year of Exchanges”
was the visit of a youth delegation to China, which
was increased from 100 to 500. Premier Wen Jiabao
met and addressed the Indian youth. Several
Ministerial/ Official visits to China were made to
participate in BRICS activities. For the first time,
India-China Consultations on UNSC issues was
held in March.
Leaders of the two countries have maintained
regular contacts and have met frequently during
international gatherings. In 2008, Prime Minister
met President Hu Jintao at the G-8 Summit in
Hokkaido, Japan in July, on the sidelines of the
ASEM Summit in Beijing in October. Both leaders
met again on the sidelines of the SCO Summit in
Yekaterinburg in June 2009. Indian PM also met
Premier Wen Jiabao on the sidelines of the UNGA
in New York in September 2008 and on the sidelines
of the EAS in Hua Hin, Thailand in October 2009.
They also met on the sidelines of the
Copenhagen Summit in December 2009. In 2010,
Prime Minister met with Chinese President Hu
Jintao on the sidelines of the BRIC summit in Brasilia
in April. Again Prime Minister met with Premier
Wen Jiabao on the sidelines of the EAS in Hanoi in
October 2010. PM had a bilateral meeting with
Premier Wen Jiabao on the sidelines of the EAS in
Bali in November 2011. EAM Shri Pranab
Mukherjee visited China to attend the India-RussiaChina trilateral meeting in Oct 2007. In 2008,
foreign ministers of the three countries met in
Yekaterinburg in Russia in May. Following this,
EAM Shri Pranab Mukherjee paid a successful visit
to China on 4-7 June 2008. The Chinese Foreign
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Minister Yang Jiechi paid a return visit — his first
as Foreign Minister — to India on 7-9 September.
The foreign ministers of the two countries met in
Phuket in July 2009 at the sidelines of the ASEAN
Regional forum meeting. It was EAM Shri S.M.
Krishna’s first meeting with the Chinese FM. The
Trilateral Foreign Ministers’ Meeting was held in
Bangalore on 27th October 2009. The Chinese FM
also had a separate bilateral meeting with EAM.
EAM Shri S.M. Krishna again visited China from
5-8 April 2010. He held talks with the Chinese FM
and met with Premier Wen Jiabao. During the visit,
EAM launched the Festival of India in China and
also attended a reception to mark the 60th
anniversary of establishment of diplomatic relations.
Later EAM visited Wuhan on 14-15 November
to take part in the IRC trilateral foreign ministers
meeting. During his visit, EAM also held bilateral
meeting with the Chinese FM Yang Jiechi. NSA Shri
Shiv Shankar Menon visited Beijing as Special
Envoy of PM in July 2010 and later visited in
November to hold the 14th round of SR talks on
India-China boundary question on 29-30
November, 2010. He also called on Vice President
Xi Jinping. In September 2011, EAM met with
Chinese FM as part of BRICS meeting on the
sidelines of UNGA. In addition, the two foreign
ministers have had telephonic conversations on
major issues of interest.
India and China have stepped up functional
cooperation in all areas. The two foreign ministries
have instituted dialogue mechanisms on issues
relating to counter-terrorism, policy planning and
security, besides strategic dialogue and regular
consultations. There are also close cooperation in
areas as diverse as water resources, judiciary,
science & technology, audit, personnel, finance,
labour etc.
Exchanges at the government level s, P
a rli a me n tary an d Pa rty e x c ha n ges h av e
al so expanded. Speaker of the Lok Sabha Shivraj
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Patil visited China in 1993, following which NPC
Chairman Qiao Shi visited India in 1995. NPC
Chairman Li Peng and Speaker of the Lok Sabha
Manohar Joshi paid visits to each other in 2001 and
2003 respectively. Hon’ble Speaker of the Lok Sabha
Somnath Chatterjee led an Indian Parliamentary
Delegation to China in July 2006 during which both
sides signed an MOU to further strengthen the
friendly relations and cooperation between the
parliaments. To facilitate high level exchanges of
Party leaders from China and State Chief Ministers
from India, a special arrangement has been entered
into by the International Department of the Central
Committee of the Communist Party of China and
the Ministry of External Affairs (MEA-ILD) since
2004. There are regular Party-to-Party exchanges
between the CPC and political parties in India.
India-China political relations are enhanced
and strengthened by various mechanisms. There is
a close and regular interaction between strategic
and foreign policy think-tanks. These exchanges
continued to be s tre n gth e n ed d uri n g 201 1. C
IC I R h a s re gul ar interactions with IDSA and
ICS. The third Track-II dialogue between China
Reform Forum and Aspen India was held in March
2011. USI has exchanges with China Institute for
International Strategic Studies and ICWA has
interactions with CPIFA. Dialogues are now being
initiated between pairs of India-China academic
organizations.
Trade & Commercial Relations
India and China officially resumed trade in
1978. In 1984, the two sides signed the Most
Favoured Nation Agreement. India-China bilateral
trade which was as low as US$ 2.92 billion in 2000
reached US$ 61.7 billion in 2010, making China
India’s largest goods trading partner. In 2008,
bilateral trade stood at US$ 51.8 billion and China
became India’s largest goods trading partner,
replacing the United States of America. By the end
of 2009, as a res ult of th e wo rld e cono mic
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downturn, bilateral trade dropped to US$ 43.27
billion (a decline of 16.54%).
However, in 2010 bilateral trade reached US$
61.74 billion, a growth of 43% compared to the same
period last year. India exported goods worth US$
20.86 billion (+52%) to China and imported goods
worth US$ 40.88 billion (+38%) from China,
resulting in an adverse balance of trade of US$ 20
billion. In the first 8 months of 2011, India-China
bilateral trade reached US$ 48.17 billion (+19.47%
over the same period last year). India’s total exports
to China for this period were US$ 15.68 billion
(+7.37%) and China’s exports to India reached US$
32.49 billion (+26.33%). The trade deficit for the first
8 months has already reached US$ 16.8 billion.
Institutional Framework of
Bilateral Cooperation
There are several institutional mechanisms for
India’s economic and commercial engagement with
China. India-China Joint Economic Group on
Economic Relations and Trade, Science and
Technology (JEG) is a ministerial-level dialogue
mechanism established in 1988 during the visit of
former Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi to China. A
Joint Study Group (JSG) was set up after former
Prime Minister Vajpayee’s visit to China in June
2003 to examine the potential complementarities
between the two countries in expanded trade and
economic cooperation. As per its recommendation,
a Joint Task Force (JTF) was set up to study the
feasibility of an India-China Regional Trading
Arrangement. JTF Report was completed in
October 2007. There are also Joint Working Groups
on Trade, Agriculture and Energy. In Dec 2010,
both countries agreed to set up the India-China
Strategic and Economic Dialogue (SED). The first
SED took place in Beijing on September 26, 2011.
India-China Strategic Economic Dialogue:
During Chinese Prime Minister Wen Jiabao’s visit
to India in December 2010, India and China agreed
to set up the Strategic Economic Dialogue
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mechanism. The SED is a forum for both sides to
discuss strategic macro- economic issues impacting
both nations as a result of the changing
international economic and financial landscape, to
share their individual best practices and in handling
challenging domestic economic issues and to
identify specific fields for enhancing cooperation,
learning and experience sharing. The first IndiaChina SED took place in Beijing from September
26-27, 2011. Th e In di an s id e wa s le d by M r. M
on te k Si ngh Ahluwalia, Deputy Chairman,
Planning Commission, while the Chinese side was
led by Mr. Zhang Ping, Ch airm an, Nati ona l De
velo pme nt a nd Reforms Commission. Some of
the issues that was discussed during the SED
included introduction to the 12th plan priorities of
the two countries, a discussion on each country’s
monetary and fiscal policies, investment policies of
the two countries, policies on energy conservation
and environment protection etc. Apart from the
official meetings [which included detailed
deliberations in three working groups on
Investment and Infrastructure led by Chairman
Railway Board Mr. Vinay Mittal, Water
Management (led by Shri Dhruv Vijay Singh,
Secretary (Water Resources)) and Energy Efficiency
(led by Dr. Ajay Mathur, Director General, Bureau
of Energy Efficiency)], the SED also included to a
site visit to Tianjin, where the Indian delegation was
introduced to water desalination facility. At the end
of the official meetings both sides signed the Agreed
Minutes of the 1st SED. The Indian delegation also
called on the Chinese Premier Wen Jiabao.
J oi n t E c onom ic G roup : I n di a - C hi n a
J oi nt Economic Group on Economic Relations and
Trade, Science and Technology (JEG) is a ministeriallevel dialogue mechanism established in 1988
during the visit of former Prime Minister Rajiv
Gandhi to China. JEG has so far met eight times.
The scheduling of the previous seven JEG’s is placed
below:
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First Session

New Delhi

Sep 18-20, 1989

Second Session

Beijing

Feb 06, 1991

Third Session

New Delhi

Dec 09, 1991

Fourth Session

Beijing

Jan 04, 1993

Fifth Session

New Delhi

Jun 13, 1994

Sixth Session

Beijing

Seventh Session

New Delhi

Feb 19-20, 2000
Mar 16, 2006

The 8th JEG Meeting was held in Beijing on
January 19, 2010: The meeting was jointly chaired
by Indian Commerce & Industry Minister Mr.
Anand Sharma and Chinese Commerce Minister
Mr. Chen Deming. During the 8th meeting, the
Commerce Ministers of the two countries agreed
to work towards a more balanced trade. Mr. Chen
Deming assured that China would import more
from India. The 9th JEG is to take place in India.
Civil Aviation: The MOU signed during
Premier Wen Jiabao’s visit to India on 9-12th April
2005 provides for major liberalization of air links
between India and China with multiple designation
of carriers and an open s kie s po li cy f or c argo ,
a n inc rea s e i n ca pa ci ty entitlements, more
points of call and an increase in the number of
intermediary and beyond points. According to the
Memorandum, the designated airlines of both
parties are entitled to have unlimited third, fourth
and fifth freedom traffic rights with unlimited
capacity entitlement for dedicated cargo services.
In terms of frequency, the liberalized civil aviation
agreement allows for 42 flights a week. It is now
up to the airlines to utilize this capacity. Enhanced
number of flights would be a function of commercial
viability and availability of aircrafts. At present, five
air service operators - Air China (5 per week), China
Eastern (8 per week), China Southern (3 per week),
Air India (4 per week), and Ethiopian Airways (4
per week) are currently operating a total of 24 flights
between China and India every week. The cities
linked are Beijing-New Delhi; Guangzhou-New
Delhi, Shanghai-New Delhi, Mumbai-Shanghai,
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Kunming-Kolkata and Chengdu- Bengaluru.
Shanghai Airlines has also expressed keen interest
in operating flights to India. In September 2010, the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, People’s Republic of
China authorized Hainan Airways to operate direct
flights between India and China as per the 1988
ASA concluded between the two countries in
Beijing.
Investments Chinese Investment in India
• 2007- USD 16 million
• 2008- USD 49.1 million (Cumulative investment till Dec 2008 was at USD 91.1 million)
• 2010- USD 33 million (China’s non-financial
in- vestment in India)
• Jan-Oct, 2011- USD 50.77 million (China’s
non- financial investment in India)
• Till Oct, 2011- USD 298.75 million
Indian Investment in China
• 2006 – USD 52 million
• 2007- USD 34 million in 78 Projects
• 2008- USD 257 million in 92 projects ( turnover realized was USD 88.1 million and the
cumula- tive committed FDI from India into
China in the projects till 2008 was USD 898
million in 426 projects)
• 2010- India’s FDI in China- 77 Projects; invest- ment of USD 55 million.
• Jan-Oct, 2011- India’s FDI in China- 83
Projects; investment of USD 33.45 million
• Till Oct, 2011- India’s FDI in China- 676
Projects; investment of USD 432.98 million
Chinese Project Contracts in India
• 2007- Contract signed - USD 4.56 billion,
turn- over realized - USD 1.99
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• 2008- Contract signed - USD12.9 billion, turnover realized - USD 4.3 billion
• 2010- Contract signed - USD 6.9 billion, turnover realized - USD 5.8 billion.
• Jan-Feb, 2011- Contract signed - USD 13.6
bil- lion, turnover realized - USD 4.5 billion.
• Cumulative value of Contractual Chinese invest- ment (Projects) till Oct, 2011 was USD
53.46 Bil- lion. The overall turnover realized
from these projects till Oct, 2011 was about
USD 24.57 bil- lion.
Indian Companies in China
With the growth in bilateral trade between
India and China in the last few years, many Indian
companies have started setting up Chinese
operations to service both their Indian and MNC
clientele in China. Indian enterprises operating in
China either as representative offices, Wholly
Owned Foreign Enterprises or Joint V en tu re s wi
th Chinese co m pa n i es a re i nto manufacturing
(pharmaceuticals, refractories, laminated tubes,
auto -com pone nts, wind energy etc.), IT a nd
ITenabled services (including IT education, software
solutions, and specific software products),trading,
banking a nd all ie d a cti vi tie s . W hil e the In di
a n tra d ing community is primarily confined to
major port cities such as Guangzhou and
Shenzhen, they are also present in large numbers
in places where the Chinese have set up
warehouses and wholesale markets such as Yiwu.
Most of the Indian companies have a presence in
Shanghai, which is China’s financial center; while
a few Indian companies have set up offices in the
capital city of Beijing. Some of the prominent Indian
companies in China include Dr. Reddy’s
Laboratories, Aurobindo Pharma, Matrix Pharma,
NIIT, Bharat Forge, Infosys, TCS, APTECH, Wipro,
Mahindra Satyam, Dr. Reddy’s, Essel Packaging,
Suzlon Energy, Reliance Industries, SUNDARAM

Fasteners, Mahindra & Mahindra, TATA Sons,
Binani Cements, etc. In the field of banking, ten
Indian banks have set up operations in China. State
Bank of India (Shanghai), Bank of India (Shenzhen),
C an a ra B a nk ( Sh a n gh a i ) a n d B a nk o f
B a ro da (Guangzhou), have branch offices, while
others (Punjab National Banks, UCO Bank,
Allahabad Bank, Indian Ove rseas Bank, Union
Bank of In dia e tc.) h ave representative offices.
Apart from PSU banks, private banks such as Axis,
ICICI also have representative offices in China.
Chinese Companies in India
According to information available with the
Embassy of India, close to 100 Chinese companies
have established offices/operations in India. Many
large Ch in ese s tate- ow ned c ompan ies i n the f
iel d of machinery and infrastructure construction
have won projects in India and have opened project
offices in India. These include Sinosteel, Shougang
International, Baoshan Iron & Steel Ltd, Sany
Heavy Industry Ltd, Chongqing Lifan Industry Ltd,
China Dongfang International, Sino Hydro
Corporation etc. Many Chinese electronic, IT and
hardware manufacturing companies also have
operations in India. These include Huawei
Technologies, ZTE, TCL, Haier etc. A large number
of Chinese companies are involved in EPC projects
in the Power Sector. These include Shanghai
Electric, Harbin Electric, Dongfang Electric,
Shenyang E le c tri c e tc . C hi n e se au tom o bil
e m a jor Be i jing Automotive Industry Corporation
(BAIC) has recently announced plans to invest US$
250 million in an auto plant in Pune. TBEA a
Xinjiang-based transformer manufacturer has
firmed up plans to invest in a manufacturing facility
in Gujarat. During the visit of Premier Wen to India,
Huawei announced plans to invest in a telecom
equipment manufacturing facility in Chennai.
Economic Relations
India-China economic relations constitute an
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important element of the strategic and cooperative
partnership between the two countries. Sev eral
institutional mechanisms have been established for
enhancing and strengthening economic cooperation
between the two countries. Besides the India-China
Joint Economic Group on Economic Relations and
Trade, Science and Technology (JEG) and the IndiaChina Strategic and Economic Dialogue (SED), a
Financial Dialogue has also been taking place
between the two countries since 2006.
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(i) Axis Bank, Shanghai
(ii) Punjab National Bank, Shanghai (iii) Union
Bank of India, Shanghai (iv) ICICI Bank,
Shanghai
(v) Bank of India, Beijing
(vi) Union Bank of India, Beijing (vii) Allahabad
Bank, Shenzhen (viii) UCO Bank, Guangzhou
(ix) Indian Overseas Bank, Guangzhou

India-China Financial Dialogue: In accordance
with the MoU on the Launch of the Financial
Dialogue between India and China, signed during
Chinese Prime Minister Wen Jiabao’s visit to India
in April 2005, the two sides have since successfully
held five Financial Dialogues in April 2006,
December 2007, January 2009, September 2010, and
November 2011 respectively. The Fifth India-China
Financial Dialogue was held on November 8, 2011
in New Delhi. A Joint Statement was signed and
released at the end of the Dialogue. During the
Dialogue, both sides exchanged views on the global
macro economic situation and policy responses,
with specific reference to current risks to the global
economy and the role of India and China in the
post crisis recovery phase. Discussions also took
place on G20 issues including reforms in the
International Monetary System and the Framework
for Strong, Sustainable and Balanced Growth. The
Sixth India-China Financial Dialogue is scheduled
to be held in China in the last quarter of 2012.

More Indian banks are planning to upgrade
their Representative Offices in China to branch
offices and existing branch offices are applying for
RMB license. In early 2011, Industrial and
Commercial Bank of China (ICBC) secured a license
to start banking operations in India. ICBC
inaugurated their Mumbai branch on September
15, 2011. This marked the opening of the first branch
of a mainland Chinese bank in India. Various
Government institutions and agencies from the two
countries have also been interacting with each other
for furthering cooperation in the areas such as
taxation, human resource development and
employment, health, urban development and
tourism. There is a close exchange and interaction
between the economic think tanks and scholars as
well.

Bank i ng L ink s : M a ny I ndi a n ba nks ha
ve established their presence in mainland China in
the last few years. Four Indian banks, namely, State
Bank of India (Shanghai), Canara Bank (Shanghai),
Bank of Baroda (Guangzhou) and Bank of India
(Shenzhen) have branch offices in China. At
present, State Bank of India is the only Indian bank
to have authorization to conduct local currency
(RMB) business at its branch in Shanghai. Besides,
the following representative offices of Indian banks
are also operating in mainland China:

Both India and China are not mere societies;
they are civilizations. We do not know exactly when
and how they started exchanging their cultural
elements, but what we do know is that they grew
in parallel and shared their cultural traits since the
beginning of human history and this tradition of
sharing has been continuing ever since. Even before
the transmission of Buddhism, the Shang-Zhou
civilization and the ancient Vedic civilization in
1500-1000 B.C. showed some evidence of

(x) State Bank of India, Tianjin

Cultural Relations
History of Cultural Exchanges
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conceptual and linguistic exchanges. For instance,
“wumingzhi” (nameless finger) in Chinese is called
“anamika” (nameless) in Sanskrit and in Pali.
Similarly, some ancient Indian literatures mention
“chinas” referring to the Chinese people. The
Mahabharata of the fifth century B.C. contains
reference to China. Chanakya of the Maurya
dynasty (350-283 B.C.) refers to Chinese silk as
“chinamsuka” (Chinese silk dress) a nd “ ch i n
apa tta” (C h i ne s e s il k bu ndl e ) i n h is
Arthashastra. Likewise, the Record of the Grand
Historian of Zhang Qian and Sima Qian has
references to “Shendu”, may be referring to
“Sindhu” in Sanskrit.
In sixth century B.C., the birth of Confucius
and Sakyamuni opened a new period of exchanges
between the two civilizations. Emperor Ashoka’s
propagation of Buddhism after his conversion in
256 B.C. brought both civilizations even closer.
Ashoka’s bilingual (Kharoshti and Greek) edict
points at extension of Buddhism in the direction of
China and Central Asia. The trend continued in
first century A.D. during emperor Kanishka’s
period. His empire, with its capital at Purushpura
(now Peshawar in Pakistan), enabled Buddhist
pilgrims and scholars to travel on the historic “silk
route”. Kashyapa Matanga and Dharmaratna
made the White Horse monastery at Loyang their
abode. Along the silk route, Khotan Turpan and
Kucha became prominent centers of Buddhism and
India- China exchanges. The great scholar
Kumarajiva initiated efforts to collect and translate
important Buddhist texts at a great Buddhist
conclave in Chang’an (present Xi’an) where he
stayed until his death in 413 A.D. and managed to
have 98 major Buddhist canonical works translated
into Chinese. He is widely believed to be responsible
for bringing in Mahayana Buddhism and
Madhyamika doctrine into Chinese philosophy. In
the beginning of the fifth century A.D.,
Dharmakshema, an Indian Buddhist scholar came
to China bringing with him the “Mahaparinirvana
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Sutra” which was translated into Chinese about
the year 415 A.D.
Meanwhile, the Chinese Pilgrim Fa Hein had
left for India along the Silk Route and arrived there
in 405 A.D. Batuo (464-495 A.D.) and
Bodhidharma visited China; XuanZhang (604 A.D.)
and I Ching were students at the prestigious
Nalanda University. All along, the Silk Road played
a significant role in facilitating India-China cultural,
commercial and technological exchanges. It also
connected both of us w ith th e peo ple o f a n
ci e n t P e rs i a a n d the Mediterranean. Both
civilizations also shared scientific knowledge. In
eighth century, Indian astronomer Aryabhata’s
astronomical signs were translated into Chinese in
the book “Kaiyuan Zhanjing” compiled by
Gautama Siddha, an astronomer in Chang’an of
Indian descent. It is also believed that he translated
the Nabagraha calendar into Chinese. During the
Ming Dynasty, navigator General Zheng His arrival
at Calicut in early 15th century is also a testimony
of China’s ancient maritime linkage with India.
Modern Phase of Cultural Exchanges
Our exchanges continued during the days of
our struggle for self governance. In early 20th
century, Nobel laureate Rabindranath Tagore visited
China twice, in 1924 and in 1929. Since 1911,
Chinese scholars and intellectuals have been visiting
and revisiting Tagore’s life, works and philosophy.
During this year, which marks his 150th birth
anniversary, there are efforts by Chinese publishing
houses to bring out collected volumes of these
writings on Tagore in the last one hundred years.
Institutions are preparing to stage Ta go re ’s plays
in Chinese language fo r ea sy comprehension of
Chinese audience.
As part of Gurudev’s 150th Birth Anniversary
celebrations, Mission collaborated with Chinese
institutions like Peking University, Chinese
Association for Friendship with Foreign Countries
(CPAFFC), Yunnan University and many others to
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hold seminars, exhibitions and movie screenings in
his honour. A fully Chinese pro duction of
Gurudev’s f amous play- Ch itrangna, is sl ate d to
be ope ned in La nzh ou University in March 2012.
Dr. Dwarkanath Kotnis, whose mortal remains rest
in the North China Martyrs’ Memorial Cemetery
in Hebei Province, sacrificed his life in the service
of the Chinese people during the Sino- Japanese
war.
A part of the 1938 medical team of five Indian
doctors, he stayed on in China working in mobile
clinics to trea t wo un de d so ld ie rs . H e w a s
e v e ntu a lly appointed as Director of the Dr.
Bethune International Peace Hospital built by the
Eighth Route Army. Both India and China began
their journey of independent governance almost at
the same time,3 India in 1947 and the People’s
Republic of China in 1949. In 1955, the first Indian
cultural delegation headed by then Deputy Minister
of External Affairs Mr. A. K. Chanda visited China
which was warmly received by the Chinese leaders
and people during their tour. In the 1960s and
1970s Bollywood movies such as Do Bigha Zameen,
Awara and Sree 420 of Raj Kapoor and Noorie
struck an emotional chord in the hearts and minds
of the Chinese people. Even today, people on the
street hum the tunes of the songs of these films. In
1986, a film delegation from India visited China and
since 1988 both countries are bringing their people
together through structured Cultural Exchange
Programme In the last 30 years or so, both of us
have made remarkable progress.
We also face similar challenges. We are
nations of youths, with hope, with dreams and with
aspirations.
Our leaders, realizing this, have carried
forward the task of promoting people-to-people
contacts sincerely, vigorously and diligently in the
new millennium. Important projects have been
completed. In 2003, Prime Minister Vajpayee had
committed to build an Indian style Buddhist temple
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in Luoyang, Henan province and President
Pratibha Devisingh Patil inaugurated the temple
during her visit to China in May 2010. In February
2007, the Xuanzhang memorial hall has been
inaugurated at Nalanda. In June 2008, joint stamps
have been released, one stamp depicting the
Mahabodhi temple at Bodhgaya and the other
depicting the White Horse temple at Luoyang. A
centre for Indian studies has been set up in Peking
University in 2003. Chairs of Indian studies have
also been established in Shenzhen University, Jinan
University and Fudan University. The 60th
anniversary of the establishment of India-china
diplomatic relations was celebrated with much fan
fare in both countries in 2010.
The broad contours of the India-China cultural
cooperation was laid down in the Agreement on
Cultural Cooperation signed in May 1988, which
provid es f or a n e x ecu ti ve C ul tu ra l Ex ch an
ge Programme (CEP) for implementation. The latest
CEP signed in Dec 2010 during the visit of Chinese
Premier Wen Jiabao to India provides for
cooperation in a gamut of cultural fields including
exchanges of visits of performing artists, officials,
writers, archivists and archaeologists, organizing
cultural festivals, film festivals and exchanges in the
field of mass media, youth affairs and sports.
Leaders of both sides have announced 2011
as the “Year of Exchanges” and both countries have
resolved to further strengthen cultural exchanges
between our peoples. Youth exchanges have been
encouraged. While young China expresses great
desire to know Buddhism, Bollywood and Yoga,
young India admires the Chinese eco nomic miracle.
A 50 0 me mber India n yo uth delegation, led by
the Hon’ble Minister of State for Sports and Youth
Affairs, Sh. Ajay Maken, visited China in September
2011. A 20 member ICCR Bollywood Troupe
toured China in September 2011. The Mission
collaborated with the Beijing Film Academy to put
up an alternative Film Festival titled “You Don’t
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Belong” across several Chinese cities like Beijing,
Shanghai, Guangzhou and Kunming in NovemberDecember 2011. In order to connect better with the
Chinese youth, the Mission has also opened an
account at the popular micro blogging site, Sina
Weibo, which has over 5000 followers. The
Mission’s Flagship Chinese language publicationJinri Yindu has a readership base of over 20,000
and is still going strong. Government of India is
making efforts to popularize Chinese language at
school level and is committed to build a modern
international Nalanda University at Rajgir in Bihar
with the help of partners and friends, for which
Government of China has expressed desire to
contribute. The Nalanda University Governing
Board held their annual meeting in Beijing in
October 2011.
Defence Relations
Background
A warming trend in relations between India
and China was facilitated after Prime Minister Rajiv
Gandhi visit China in Dec 1988, wherein it was
decided to set up a Joint Working Group (JWG) on
the boundary issue. Between Dec 1988 and Jun
1993, progress was made in reducing tensions on
the border via Confidential Building Measures
(CBMs), including mutual troop re duc tio ns , re
gu l a r m e eti n gs o f l o ca l mili ta ry commanders
and advance notifications of military exercises.
Seven rounds of JWG talks were held during this
period. During Shri Sharad Pawar’s visit to Beijing
in July 1992, the first ever by an Indian Defence
Minister, it was agreed to develop academic,
military, scientific and technological exchanges. A
senior level Chinese military delegation aimed at
fostering CBMs between the defence forces of the
two countries made a six day goodwill visit to India
in Dec 1993. The visit was reciprocated by Indian
Army Chief Gen BC Joshi’s visit to China in July
1994. Since then regular exchanges have been
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taking place at various levels.
Bilateral defence interaction has been growing.
Peace and tranquility along the Line of Actual
Control (LAC) in the border areas is being largely
maintained by both sides in accordance with the
agreements of 1993 and 1996. Recent highlights in
defence relations are the vi si t by the the n De fe
nc e Mi ni ster, Mr G eo rge Fernandes, to China in
Apr 2003. The visit came after a gap of more than
one decade and also helped ease the post Pokhran
tensions. This was followed by a return visit by
Chinese Defence Minister Gen Cao Gangchuan in
Mar 2004. In Dec 2004, Gen NC Vij, the then COAS
visited China, the first by an Indian COAS in a
decade, and both the countries agreed to deepen
defence cooperation. In May 2005, the Chinese CGS
visited India, a further sign of warming relations
between the two countries.
The Indian Defence Minister visited India in
May 2006 and signed the first ever MoU on Defence
Exchanges between the Armed Forces of India and
China. In May 2007 Gen JJ Singh, Chairman COSC
and COAS visited China. This was the first time
that Chairman COSC visited China and was hosted
by the CGS of the PLA. In Nov 2008, the Chief of
Air Staff of the IAF paid an official visit to China
from 02 – 06 Nov 2008. Simultaneously, the
Commander PLA Navy paid a visit to India from
02 to 05 Nov 2008. Chairman COSC and CNS,
Admiral Sureesh Mehta, PVSM, AVSM, ADC
visited China and participated in the International
Fleet Review to mark the 60th Anniversary
Celebrations of PLA Navy from 19 - 25 Apr 2009.
Review of Defence Exchanges
General: Bilateral defence interaction has been
growing. Peace and tranquility along the Line of
Actual Control (LAC) in the border areas is being
largely maintained by both sides. Presently our
approach has been based on interaction at a higher
level with the heads of departments/institution
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making visits to PLA Institutions. Lower level
interaction is carried out through training
institutions like NDC and Army War College
(AWC). With the formalisation of MoU on
Exchanges in the Field of Defence Cooperation
between I ndi a a n d C h i na, th e eff o rt to
d e epe n a nd institutionalise defence cooperation
between the armed forces of India and China is
being reinforced.
Bil a t er a l E x c ha n ges : De ta il s of bil a
teral exchanges (Service Chiefs & Ministerial)
conducted between the two countries from 2000 to
2011 is attached as at Annexure. The bilateral
exchanges between India and China have been
steadily increasing with greater exchanges of
defence delegations.
Ministerial Level Delegations: From India, the
Indian Defence Ministers have visited China thrice
in Jul 1992, Apr 2003 and May 2006. The Chinese
Defence Ministers have visited India twice in Sep
1994 and Mar 2004.
Service Chiefs Level Delegations
Army: The Chief’s of Army Staff (COAS), of
the Indian Army have visited China on three
occasions in July 1994, December 2004 and May
2007. The last visit to China was by Gen JJ Singh,
COAS and Chairman Chiefs of Staff Committee
(COSC) in May 2007. This was the first time that a
service Chief visited China in the capacity of
Chairman COSC and was hosted by the CGS of
the PLA. Commander Ground Forces of the Chinese
PLA i.e. the Chief of General Staff (CGS) has visited
India twice in May 1998 and May 2005.
Air Force: The Chief of Air Staff (CAS) Indian
Air Force (IAF) has v isited Chin a in May 20 01
and Commander PLA Air Force has visited India
in October 2006. Air Chief Marshal FH Major,
PVSM, AVSM, SC, VM, ADC, Chief of Air Staff
visited China from 04-07 Nov 08.
Navy: The Chief of Naval Staff (CNS), Indian
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Navy visited China in March 1996. Commander,
PLA Navy visited India in Nov 2008. The Chairman
Chiefs of Staff Committee and Chief of Naval Staff,
Admiral Sureesh Mehta visited China from 18 - 25
Apr 2009 (participated in IFR from 20 -23 Apr 09).
Annual Defence Dialogue: The first Annual
Defence Dialogue between India and China was
held in Beijing in Nov 2007. Indian side was led by
Shri Bimal Julka, JS (G/Air), MoD while the Chinese
side was led by Maj Gen Qian Li Hua, Chief of FAO,
and MND. The second round of the Annual
Defence Dialogue was held in India on 15 Dec 08.
The Chinese side was led by Lt Gen Ma Xiaotian,
Dy CGS, PLA & the Indian side was led by Mr Vijay
Singh, Defence Secretary. The third round of
Annual Defence Dialogue was held in Beijing
(China) on 06 January 2010. The Indian side was
led by Shri Pradeep Kumar, Defence Secretary and
Chinese side was led by General Ma Xiaotian,
Deputy Chief of General Staff. The fourth Annual
Defence dialogue was h eld i n N ew De l hi on 09
De ce m be r 2 011 . S hri Shashikant Sharma,
Defence Secretary and Gen Ma Xiaotian, Dy CGS
co chaired the talks.
Joint Training Exercise: The First Joint
Training Exercise between the Indian Army and
the PLA, ‘HAND IN HAND 2007’ was conducted
at Kunming, China. One Company each from the
Indian Army & PLA participated in the exercise
which was based on the theme of Counter
Terrorism. Lt Gen Susheel Gupta, DCOAS was the
senior most Indian observer and Lt Gen Ma
Xiaotian, Dy CGS PLA was the senior most observer
from the Chinese side. The Second India China Joint
Training Exercise was held in India (Belgaum) in
Dec 08 based on the same theme and participation
level. Lt Gen Ma Xiaotian Dy CGS PLA and Lt Gen
N Thamburaj, GOC-in-C Southern Command (now
VCOAS) observed the closing ceremony.
IAF Suryakiran Aerobatic Team (SKAT) at
the Zhuhai Airshow: The Indian Air Force nine
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aircraft aerobatics display team, the SKAT
participated in the 7th International Aviation &
Aerospace Exhibition (Zhuhai Air Show). The
performance of the SKAT was widely applauded
and extensively covered in Chinese media and
marked a new beginning for cooperation between
the air forces.
Indian Community in China
The Indian community in China is an
increasing one. Present estimates put the
community’s strength in Mainland China at around
48000, with 7700 in and around Sh angh ai and
250 00 i n S outh ern Chi na (Guangzhou,
Shenzhen and surrounding areas), and the
remaining in Beijing and other areas.
A major component of the community in Main
land China are students. About 8,000 Indian
students a re e nro l le d in v ari o us C hi n e se U
niv e rs i tie s, particularly in Chinese medical
universities where they are pursuing MBBS studies.
Easy admission system affordable fees and good
standard of facilities are the main attraction for the
Indian students.
Apart from students, a significant number of
the community in Mainland China is traders
working for Indian owned and locally registered
trading companies. Many of them are based in
Guangzhou, Shenzhen (both in Guangdong
province in southern China), Yiwu (a small city in
Zhejiang province well known for its small
commodities markets) and Shaoxing County (also
in Zhejiang province, and home of Asia’s largest
textile tra di ng ce nter) I n Ma in l an d Ch i na , th
e I nd ian communities in Beijing, Shanghai and
Shaoxing have set up community associations,
known respectively as the Indian Community of
Beijing (ICB), Shanghai- Indian Association and the
Shaoxing Indian Business Association (SIBA).
The relationship between India and China has
never been too strong in modern times, though the
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bilateral trade is expected to touch $1 Trillion by
2050. There have also been speculations on Indian
side on how to tackle the rising trade deficit with
China which currently stands up at $40 Billion.
Additionally, India remains wary about
China's strong strategic bilateral relations with
Pakistan, while China has expressed concerns about
Indian military and economic activities in the
disputed South China Sea.
INDIA-FRANCE RELATIONS
Political Relations
Relations be tw ee n India and France ha ve
traditionally been close an dfriendly. With the
establishment of strategic partnership in 1998, there
has been a significant progress in all areas of
bilateral cooperation through regular high-level
exchanges at the Head of State/Head of
Government levels and growing cooperation and
exchanges including in strategic areas such as
defence, counter-terrorism, nuclear energy and
space. France was the first country with which
India entered into an agreement on civil nuclear
cooperation following the waiver given by the
Nuclear Suppliers’ Group, enabling India to resume
full civil nuclear cooperation with the international
community. There is also a growing and wideranging cooperation in other areas such as trade
and investment, culture, science & technology and
education. France has consistently supported
India’s increasing role in international fora,
including India’s permanent membership of the
UNSC.
Major Visits
The momentum of bilateral exchanges has
been maintained at the highest level over recent
years. A clear indication of the importance that
France assigns to the strategic partnership with
India was the fact that India was the first country
in Asia that the President chose for a bilateral visit.
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President François Hollande paid a State visit to
India on 14-15 February, 2013. He was
accompanied by a 6 member Ministerial delegation
as well as a large business delegation. A joint
statement was issued at the conclusion of the
delegation level talks. In Mumbai, he interacted with
Indian business leaders. Four principal agreements
signed during the visit were:
(1) Cultural Exchange Programme
(2) Letter of Intent on intensification of Cooperation in the fields of Education and Research
(3) Statement of Intent for long-term Cooperation in Space
(4) Joint Statement to follow-up and strengthen
co- operation in the railway sector. In addition, there were a series of agreements signed
in the Edu- cation, Science & Technology sectors.
EAM Shri Salman Khurshid paid an official
visit to Paris on 10-11 January, 2013 to prepare for
the Presidential State Visit in February. During the
visit, he held talks with his counterpart Foreign
Minister Laurent Fabius as well as the Minister for
Ecology, Sustainable Development, Transport and
Energy, Mme. Delphine Batho and the Minister for
Higher Education and Research, Mme Genevieve
Fioraso. Other major visits to France from India
include Minister of Culture in April 2013, Minister
for Urban Development in June 2013, Minister for
Civil Aviation for the 50th Air Show in June 2013,
Commerce, Industries and Textiles Minister in May
and again in July 2013.
The French Defence Minister Jean-Yves Le
Drian visited India on July 25-27, 2013. French
Minister for W om e n ’s Righ t a n d S po ke s pers
o n o f Fre nch Government visited India in October
2013. Mr.Laurent Fabius, French Minister for
Foreign Affairs and International Development
visited India from 30 June-01 July 2014. During the
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visit, he met EAM and called on Prime Minister and
also held meeting with Finance and Defence
Minister. Indian Prime-Minister Narendra Modi
was in Paris on 10–11 April 2015 for strategic
bilateral discussions with French President François
Hollande.
Institutional Structure for Dialogue
France and India have instituted a Strategic
Dialogue at the level of National Security Advisors
wh ose 24th roun d took pla ce in New Del hi on
September 4, 2012. NSA held talks with the
Diplomatic Advisor to the French President, Mr.
Paul Jean-Ortiz in New Delhi on 12 July 2013. The
25th round of Strategic Dialogue was held in Paris
on 30 January 2014. T he l ate s t ro un d of A
nnu a l Fo re i gn Of fi ce Consultations at the
level of Foreign Secretaries was held in Paris on 17
June, 2013. An Agreement on Mutual Exemption
for Short Stay Visas for Diplomatic Passport Holders
was signed during the visit. The 9th meeting of the
Joint Working Group on Counter-terrorism was
held in Pairs on 20 June 2014.
The first round of the India-France cyber
dialogue was held in Paris on 24 May, 2013. The
first round of the Track 1.5 India-France Annual
Dialogue between the Observer Research
Foundation, India and the Centre for International
Studies and Research (CERI, Science Po – Paris)
was held in Paris on 23 May, 2013. The High Level
Committee for Defence Cooperation (HCDC) at the
level of Defence Secretaries, met in New Delhi on
26-27 April 2012.
The 11th meeting of the Indo-French Research
Forum (IFRF) was held in Paris from 17-19
December 2012. The 16th session of the Joint
Committee for Economic and Technical
Cooperation, at the level of Ministers of Commerce
was held on 23-25 June, 2010 in Paris.The sixth
edition of the India-France CEO’s Forum was held
in Paris on 8-9 July, 2013.The first Annual Economic
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and Financial Dialogue was held in Paris on 29th
October 2013 between Ministries of Finance of
India and France. Also, first meeting of Joint
Working on Sustainable Urban Development was
held in Paris on 20 September 2013. The 9th meeting
of Joint Working Group on IT was also held in Paris
during October 2013.
Bilateral Trade & Investment cooperation
Trade India-France bilateral trade went up by about
220% in the period 2002-2012, with Indian exports
to France growing about 197% over the same
period. India’s bilateral trade in goods with France
contracted to € 7.08 billion in 2013 (of which India’s
exports amounted to € 4.3 billion), registering a
decline of 10.5% from 2012. There was, however, a
growth in Indian exports to France for knitted
textiles, machinery, electrical equipment and
footwear. India’s trade in Services with France has
shown a growth in the past few years, reaching €
2.6 billion in 2012 with Indian export of services
amounting to € 1.4 billion.
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Alstom, Areva, Saint-Gobain, Onyx, Pernod Ricard,
Alcatel-Lucent, Louis Vuitton, L’Oréal, GDF, Total,
Danone, Air Liquide, Vici, Veolia, Vicat etc. In
January 2013, the French Embassy in New Delhi
announced that the overall stock of French
corporate presence in India was approximately US$
17 billion which generated a consolidated turnover
of US$ 18.5 billion for the year 2012. India is the
13th largest foreign investor in France. In 2012,
there were 43 Indian groups operating in France,
employing more than 5,800 people at 113
establishments.
Indian Investments in France have been
growing and Indian companies have an estimated
stock of € 1 bi lli o n i n Fra nc e in di ff e ren t
se c tors li ke pharmaceuticals (Ranbaxy and
Wockhardt), Software (Tata Consultancy Services,
wine (Kingfisher), steel (Tata Steel, Electrosteel),
plastics (Sintex Industries), railway wagons
(Titagarh Wagons), aerospace (Cades, Axis,
Infotech, Mahindra Tech) and auto parts (Jyoti).

Investments

Civil Nuclear Energy Cooperation

France is the 9th largest foreign investor in
India with a cumulative equity investment of
approximately € 2.31 billion during the period April
2000 to June 2012 which represents 2% of total FDI
equity inflows into India for the period. 952
technical and financial collaborations have been
approved with France. Top s ec to rs attra ctin g
FDI i nf l ow s fro m Fra nc e are Chemicals (other
than fertilizers), Cement and Gypsum Products,
Services Sector (financial & nonfinancial), Fuels
(power & oil refinery), Electrical Equipment
(including computer software & electronics) and
automobile sector.

A l a n dm a rk A gree m en t on C ivil Nuc
lear Cooperation was signed between India and
France on 30 September, 2008 during the visit of
Prime Minister Dr. Manmohan Singh to France.
Subsequently, during the visit of President Nicolas
Sarkozy to India from 4-7 December 2010, the
General Framework Agreement and the Early
Works Agreement between NPCIL and Areva for
implementation of EPR NPP Units at Jaitapur were
signed. Discussions are being held between two
sides for implementation of the agreement.

There are about 750 French companies located
in India with about 250,000 employees. These
include major French companies like Capgemini,
Schneider Electric, Lafarge, Renault, Sanofi Aventis,
Essilor, BNP Paribas, Louis Dreyfus, Armateurs,

France and India view each other as important
partners in space technology and applications.
Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) and its
French counterpart Centre National de Etudes
Spatiales (C NES ) h ave a rich hi sto ry of coopera
tio n a nd collaboration spanning about five decades.

Space Cooperation
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Scientific community of the two nations cooperates
in joint radiation experiment, space components
development and space education. On 25th July,
India’s advanced weather satellite, INSAT-3D, and
on 29th August 2013, India’s advanced
communication satellite, GSAT-7, were launched
on-board the Ariane from Kourou, French Guyana.
A ‘ S c ie nc e Se mi n a r’ a nd ‘ Re s e arch
a nd Technology Workshop’ was organised in
Bangalore during February 05-06, 2013 and ISRO
and CNES have jointly identified areas of further
cooperation. Under a commercial Launch Service
Agreement between Antrix Corporation Limited
and ASTRIUM SAS, a Company under EADS,
France, an advanced Remote Sensing sate llite SPOT -6 bu ilt by ASTRI UM SAS was successfully
launched onboard ISRO’s Polar Satellite Launch
Vehicle on 9 September 2012. SPOT-7 was
launched from India on 30th June 2014.
Arianespace based at France has been the major
provider of launch services to Indian Geo-Stationary
satellites. Subsequent to the launch of APPLE
satellite on a co-operative mode, 17 Geo-Stationary
satellites of India have been launched by Ariane on
a commercial basis.
Defence Cooperation
Within the framework of structured talks
under the Indo-French Defence Cooperation
Agreement several meetings on industrial
collaboration and service e xch a nge s a re h e l d
re gu l a rl y. T h e H i gh L e vel Committee for
Defence Cooperation (HCDC) at the level of
Defence Secretaries, met in New Delhi on 26-27
April 2012 and the next round is scheduled in 2014.
The 11th meeting of the Indo-French Research
Forum (IFRF) was held in Paris from 17-19
December 2012.
The first India-France joint army exercise,
SHAKTI was conducted in India at Chaubattia from
9-22 October 2011. SHAKTI-13, Indo-French Joint
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Army Exercise was conducted in French Alps in
September 2013. Indo-French Air Force Exercise,
GARUDA-V, was held at Air force station Jodhpur
from 02-13 June 2014. Indo -French Naval Exercise,
VARUNA was held in the Mediterranean sea off
the port of Toulon from 19-22 July, 2012.
Government of India has selected Rafalefrom M/s
Dassault Aviation, France for procurement of 126
MMRCA for the Indian Air Force. Contract
negotiations are currently ongoing.
Cultural Cooperation
Indian culture enjoys a wide and discerning
audience among the French population, as is evident
in the numerous and frequent cultural events
organized all over France, spanning the entire
spectrum of Indian art, music, dance, cinema and
literature. The Cultural Exchange Programme (CEP)
for 2013-15 was signed during the visit of President
Hollande to India on 14 February 2013. The Indian
Council for Cultural Relations (ICCR) sponsored
in 2013 visits of Indian artists to France as also
exchange of students in the field of culture and art.
A initiative of various local cultural associations,
outside the purview of official exchanges. In
keeping with the importance both the countries
accord to cinema and the willingness to enhance
cooperation in the field, a revised Indo-French
Bilateral Film Co-Production Agreement was signed
during the visit of French President to India in
December 2010. The 15-month long Indian cultural
festival - “Namaste France” held from 14 April,
2010 to 28 June, 2011 was a comprehensive
presentation of Indian culture including art, music,
dance, fashion, films, and literature as also business
and education. The Festival was organized in
response to ‘Bonjour India’, a French cultural
festival, organized by the French Embassy in India
in 2009-2010. The French Embassy in India has
successfully organized the second edition of
‘Bonjour India’ from January- March, 2013. The
second edition of ‘Namaste France’ would be held
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in France. The Centenary of Indian cinema in 2013
was celebrated by various film festivals in France
who dedicated full thematic events to Indian
cinema, including the famous Cannes International
Film Festival.
Educational and Technical Cooperation
The bilateral educational cooperation between
India and France has grown over the last few years.
The project for construction of an annex for Maison
De L’Inde (FMDL), which commenced in July 2012,
was completed in October 2013. Under the
extension project, 72 additional rooms have been
constructed adjacent to the present MDL building.
India-France Technology Summit was held in
October 2013 in New Delhi and saw participation
of 300 French and over 500 Indian representatives
from government/ research organizations,
universities and companies. 750 B2B meetings were
held for exploring techno-business partnerships. An
exhibition by over 50 Indian and French technology
companies from diverse sectors was organized
during the Summit. Further, 11 MoUs were signed
during the Summit.
A number of Indian students and scholars visit
France under the bilateral exchange programmes.
There were about 2500 Indian students studying
in France. Around 300 MoUs have been signed
between Indian and French universities and private
institutions. One of the important initiatives in the
field of bilateral education has been IIT Project in
Rajasthan. A Letter of Intent has been signed under
which a French Consortium, comprising higher
education & research institutes, will send faculty
members, experts, academicians, students for
research/ teaching to IIT-R. French side will also
contribute to establishment of three Centres of
excellence /research laboratories at IIT-R.
The Indo-French Centre for Promotion of
Advance Research (CEFIPRA), which has
completed 25 years, is the nodal framework for
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promoting bilateral scientific cooperation in
fundamental & applied research, frontier te chn o
lo gi es a nd e xch a n ge o f s c ie n tis ts a nd
postdoctoral researchers.
The office of CEFIPRA has been established in
Delhi and the centre is currently funded through
an annual corpus of € 3 million, with India and
France equally contributing Euro 1.5 million each.
Two Meetings of the Scientific Council and
Industrial Research Committee of CEFIPRA were
held: the first in Grenoble, France, in May 2013 and
the second in Madurai in November 2013. To
promote exchange of P hD and Post Do c stud ents
Ra man Cha rpak fellowship, jointly funded by DST
and French Embassy, w a s l a unch ed i n A pril
2013 by CE FI PRA . T he fellowship is given to
enable 15 Indian PhD students to come to France
and 15 French PhD students to go to India for a
period of six months.
Cooperation in the Field of Railways
During the visit of President Hollande to India
in February, 2013, a Joint statement to follow up
and strengthen the cooperation in the Railways
sector between the two countries was signed by Shri
Pawan Kumar Bansal, Minister of Railways, India
and Mme Nicole B ric q , M i n is te r of Foreign
Trade, Mr. FredericCuvillier, Minister of
Transportation Sea a n d Fi sh i n g, Fra nc e. A
lsoa Memorandum of Understanding for Technical
cooperation in the field o f Ra i lw a ys be tw ee n
I n d ia n Ra il wa ys a nd SociétéNationale des
Chemins de FerFrançais (SNCF), the French
National Railways was signed. There is a regualr
exchange of delegations from both sides to discuss
the cooperation in the field of Railways.
Indian Community in France
The Indian community, including NRIs, in
France is estimated to be around 106,000, largely
originating f ro m P ud uch erry, Karaikal, Yanam,
Mahe and Chandranagar. There are also large
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communities of PIOs in the Reunion Island (about
250,000), Guadeloupe (about 57000), Martinique
(about 6000) and St. Martin (about 300), the
overseas territories/departments of France.
INDIA-IRAN RELATIONS
Political Relations
India-Iran relations span centuries marked by
meaningful interactions. The two countries shared
a border till 1947 and share several common features
in their language, culture and traditions. Both South
Asia and the Persian Gulf have strong commercial,
energy, cultural and people-to-people links.
Independent India and Iran established diplomatic
links on 15 March 1950. In addition to the Embassy
in Tehran, India currently has two Consulates in
Iran - Bandar Abbas and Zahedan. The Shah visited
India in February/March 1956 and Prime Minister
Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru visited Iran in September
1959. Prime Minister Smt. Indira Gandhi visited
Iran in April 1974 and Prime Minister Shri Morarji
Desai visited in June 1977. The Shah, in turn, visited
India in February 1978. The Iranian Revolution in
1979 introduced a new phase of engagement
between India and Iran marked by exchange of
high level visits of Indian Prime Minister Shri
Narasimha Rao in September 1993, Iranian
President Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani in April 1995
and Indian Vice President Shri K. R. Narayanan in
October 1996. The trend was consolidated and
enhanced at the turn of the millennium with visits
by Prime Minister Shri Atal Behari Vajpayee in 2001
and a return visit by President Mohammad Khatami
in 2003, when he was also the Chief Guest at the
Republic Day function. The Iranian President Dr.
Mahmoud Ahmadinejad visited India on 29 April
2008.
Prime Minister Dr. Manmohan Singh visited
Iran to attend the 16th Nonaligned Movement
(NAM) summit held in Tehran on 28-31 August
2012. Iran assumed the presidency of NAM in 2012.
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On the sidelines, Hon’ble Prime Minister met
Supreme leader Ayatollah Ali Khamanei and
President Dr. Mahmoud Ahmadinejad. Both sides
reviewed the entire gamut of bilateral relations and
called for further strengthening the centuries old
relationship between India and Iran. In May 2012,
Iranian Foreign minister Dr. Ali Akbar Salehi visited
India, as president’s special envoy, to invite Prime
Minister for the 16th NAM summit. Ho n’bl e Ex
tern al Affa irs Mini ste r Sh ri. Salm an Khurshid
(EAM) visited Tehran for the 17th India-Iran Joint
Commission Meeting on 03-05 May 2013. He called
on President Dr. Mahmoud Ahmandinejad, Majlis
Speaker Dr. Ali Larijani and Dr. Ali Akbar Velayati,
Senior Advisor to the Supreme Leader on
International Affairs. Hon’ble EAM met the new
Iranian president Dr. Hassan Rowhani on the
sidelines of the Heads of State Summit of Shanghai
Cooperation Organization (SCO) in Bishkek on 13
September 2013. Hon’ble Vice President of India
Shri M. Hamid Ansari graced the Swearing-in
ceremony of the newly elected Iranian President
Dr. Hassan Rowhani on 04 August 2013. Hon’ble
Vice president met Dr. Hassan Rowhani and the
two leaders discussed issues of mutual interest in
the bilateral, regional and international arena. On
the sidelines of the ceremony, Hon’ble vice president
also met Dr. Ali Larijani, Speaker of the Iranian
Majlis.
In November 2011 Hon’ble Speaker of Lok
Sabha Smt. Meira Kumar paid an official visit to
Iran leading a multi-party Parliamentary delegation
on the invitation of Majlis Speaker Dr. Ali Larijani.
She inaugurated a tableau of Gurudev
Rabindranath’s poem on Iran in the Majlis museum
and a bust of Acharya J. C. Bose at Pardis
Technology Park near Tehran. Apart from Majlis
Speaker Dr. Ali Larijani she also called on President
Dr. Mahmoud Ahmadinejad. Dr. Larijani made a
return bilateral visit to India on 24-28 February
2013. He called on Hon’ble President, Vice
president, Prime Minister and External Affairs
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Minister in New Delhi. Earlier in December 2012,
Senior Advisor to Supreme Leader on International
Affairs and Former Foreign Minister Dr. Ali Akbar
Velayati visited India. He called on the Vice
President and Prime Minister.
In March 2012, Minister of New and
Renewable Energy Dr. Farooq Abdullah visited Iran
on the invitation of Minister of Energy Eng. Majid
Namjoo. He w as ac co mpani ed by a bus ine ss d
ele ga ti on comprising of Indian companies active
in the domain of renewable energy. H.E. Eng.
Namjoo in turn visited India in October 2012 to
attend the Global Ministerial level “International
Seminar on Energy Access” held in New Delhi. In
September 2012, Hon’ble Minister of State (MoS)
for Water resources and Minority Affairs Shri.
Vincent H. Pala visited Tehran to attend the 8th
Governing Board of Meeting (GBM-8) of Regional
Center on Urban Water Management (RCUWM).
In November 2012, Iranian vice president and head
of department of Environment H.E. Dr. Mohammad
Javad Mohammadizadeh visited Hyderabad to
attend the 11th Conference of Parties (CoP) of UN
Convention on biodiversity. The two countries have
in place several bilateral consultative mechanisms
at various levels which meet regularly. Foreign
Offices of both countries also hold regular
consultations on bilateral and regional issues.
Foreign Secretary of India Smt. Nirupama Rao
visited Tehran in July 2011 for the 9th round of
Foreign Office Consultations at the invitation of her
counterpart, Dr. Mohamm ad Ali Fatho llahi,
Deputy Fore ign Minister for Asia & Oceania Affairs.
Besides holding the Foreign Office Consultations,
she called on Foreign Minister Dr. Ali Akbar Salehi
and Secretary of the Supreme National Security
Council, Dr. Saeed Jalili. Duri ng the meeti ngs vi
ews we re exc hanged on combating global
terrorism, energy security, North South Transpot
Corridor, developments in Afghanistan and
regional security and stability. During the visit, both
sides exchanged the Instrument of Ratification for
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the Agreement on Transfer of Sentenced Prisoners
signed in July 2010 thereby operationalizing the
Agreement. In October 2012 Deputy Foreign
Minister for Asia and Oceania Dr. Seyed Abbas
Aragchi vis ited Indi a fo r the 10th rou nd o f FoC.
On 25 November 2013, H.E. Ebrahim Rahimpour,
Deputy Foreign Minister for Asia and pacific affairs
visited India for the 11th round of Foreign Office
Consultations (FoC).
In June 2012, Comptroller and Auditor
General of India, Shri Vinod Rai visited Iran on the
invitation of Supreme Audit Court of Iran (SAC).
He also called on Dr. Ali Larijani, Speaker, Majlis
of Iran. In November 2012, Iran’s deputy Minister
for International and legal Affairs H.E. Dr. Mehdi
Akhoundzadeh visited India to attend the 12th
Council of Ministers (CoM) meeting of IOR-ARC
member countries in Gurgaon, Haryana. FM Zarif
visited India on 28 February, 2014.
Commercial Relations
India-Iran enjoys economic and commercial
ties covering many sectors. However, the trade
relations have traditionally been buoyed by Indian
import of Iranian crude oil resulting in overall trade
balance in favour of Iran. The India-Iran bilateral
trade during the fiscal 2012-13 was USD 14.95
billion. India imported US$ 11.6 billion worth of
goods manly crude oil and exported commodities
worth US$ 3.35 billion. India’s export to Iran during
the period April- November 2013 stood at USD 3.21
billion. The unilateral economic sanctions imposed
on Iran have had an adverse effect on the bilateral
trade as the international banking channels have
gradually become non- existent.
India and Iran hold regular bilateral
discussions on economic and trade issues within
the framework of India-Iran Joint Commission
Meeting (JCM). The 17th India- Iran Joint
Commission was held in Tehran on May 4, 2013.
The Session was cochaired by Shri. Salman
Khurshid, External Affairs Minister of India and
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H.E. Dr. Ali Akbar Salehi, Foreign Minister of
Islamic Republic of Iran. During the visit, the two
sides signed the following Memorandum of
Understanding (MoUs): (i) MOU between Institute
of Standards and Industrial Research of Islamic
Republic of Iran (ISIRI) and Bureau of Indian
Standards (BIS). (ii) MOU between the Foreign
Service Institute, Ministry of External Affairs,
Republic of India and School of International
Relations, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Islamic
Republic of Iran. (iii) MOU between the
Government of Republic of India and the
Government of Islamic Republic of Iran on
cooperation in the field of water resources
management. During his visit EAM also met H.E.
Dr. Mahmoud Ahmadinejad, President of Iran, H.E.
Dr. Ali Akbar Velayati, Advisor to the Supreme
Leader and H.E. Dr. Ali Larijani, Speaker of the
Iranian Majlis and discussed issues of bilateral,
regional and international importance. In the year
2012, India and Iran had a regular exchange of
business delegations covering a wide range of
sectors. In March 2012, a delegation from
Federation of Indian E xpo rts O rga n iza tio n
(FIE O) v is i ted I ra n . T he delegation held Buyer
Seller Meet (BSM) in Tehran and other industrial
cities viz., Isfahan and Tabriz. In return, President
of Tehran Chamber of Commerce, Industries and
Mines (TCCIM), H.E. Dr. Yahya Ale-Eshaq visited
New Delhi and held BSM in May 2012.
Another business delegation led by Shri. Anil
Agarwal, Chairman, ASSOCHAM visited Iran in
October 2012. Further, a five member Iranian
delegation led by H.E. Dr. Moha mad Reza Bakh
tiari, V ice President for International Affairs,
TCCIM visited India in June 2012 for participating
in the Investor Summit on Afghanistan. In July
2012, Smt. Roshni Sen, Deputy Chairman, Tea
Board of India, led a delegation of major Indian tea
exporting companies to Iran. The delegation held a
BSM in Tehran. Towards the end of the year, in
November 2012, Shri. MGVK Bhanu, Chairman Tea
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Board of India, led a delegation of Indian tea
companies to participate in the 10th Seminar and
Exhibition of Tea producing and exporting
countries held in Tehran. He again led a twenty
member delegation to Iran on 03-07
March 2013 for buyer seller meets held in
Tehran and Isfahan. In December 2012, a weeklong
India Tea Festival was also organized in Tehran to
sensitize the Iranian public about the specialties of
Indian tea.
In July 2012, a Pharmaceutical delegation
under the aegis of India-Iran Business Chamber
(IIBC) visited Tehran and held a BSM in Tehran.
Another 27 member P ha rm ac e u ti c a l d e le ga
ti o n un d er the a egi s of PHARMEXIL visited
Iran in December 2012. The delegation held BSM
in Tehran and Isfahan. India and Iran are also
engaged in discussions on various projects in Iran
including the Chabahar Port and Rail Project. O n
20 -23 Apri l 20 13, Sh ri S . R. Ra o, S ec re ta ry
(Commerce), Department of Commerce,
Government of India lad a high level delegation to
Iran. Apart from his meetings in Tehran, he also
met the members of Isfahan Chamber of Commerce,
Industries and Mines.
Cultural Relations
On 03 May 2013 Shri. Salman Khurshid,
Hon’ble External Affairs Minister of India, officially
inaugurated the India Cultural Center in Tehran,
when he visited Iran for the 17th India-Iran Joint
Commission Meeting (JCM). A week long IndiaIran cultural festival from 7-12 June, 2012 was
organized in collaboration with ‘Iranian Artists
Forum’ in Tehran. During the festival, with an
objective of presenting various facets of Indian
culture to the Iranian audience, live ‘Sarod’
performances by Pandit Rajesh Prasanna and his
team (sponsored by ICCR), Indian handicrafts
exhibition sponsored by Ministry of Textiles, Indian
Tourism exhibition (sponsored by India Tourism
Office, Dubai), Indian documentary film show and
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a Seminar on India-Iran Literary, Cultural and
Civilizational Heritage were organized. The Tea
Board of India also participated in the festival.
Apart from the cultural festival a number of
seminars were held both in the Embassy premises
and other venues in Tehran and Mashhad to explore
the shared linguistic and cultural heritage of the
two countries. Embassy has also been bringing out
a bi- monthly magazine named “Ain-e-Hind’
(Mirror of India) taking India to the drawing rooms
of the general Iranian public.
Indian Community
The Indian community in Iran, which was
sizeable earlier, has dwindled and now it is a small
one consisting of about 100 families in Tehran and
about 20 in Zahedan. There are a number of Indian
students in Iran, approximately 800, a large number
of whom pursue theological studies in Qom. There
is an Indian school run by the Kendriya Vidyalaya
Sangathan in Tehran and another in Zahedan.
There are about 8,000 Iranian students studying in
India. India provides 67 scholarships every year to
Iranian students under ITEC, ICCR, Colombo Plan
and IOR-ARC schemes.
India over the years has emerged as one of the
favourite tourist destinations for Iranian tourists
and every year around 40,000 Iranians visit India
for various pu rpos es . In Februa ry 2 01 1, I ndi a
su cc es sf ul ly outsourced the tourist visa collection
in Tehran to facilitate the visa services for Iranian
tourists visiting I ndi a . Re gu l a r m e eti n gs o f
th e J o in t Co ns ul ar Committee is held to discuss
consular and other related issues aimed at
facilitating people to people exchanges between the
two countries and addressing the concerns of
Indians resident in Iran and Iranians resident in
India. The latest round of Consular Committee
meeting was held in Tehran in May 2014. There
are about 8,000 Iranian students studying in India.
India provides 67 scholarships every year to Iranian
students under ITEC, ICCR, Colombo Plan and IOR-
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ARC schemes.
India over the years has emerged as one of the
favourite tourist destinations for Iranian tourists
and every year around 40,000 Iranians visit India
for various pu rpos es . In Februa ry 2 01 1, I ndi a
su cc es sf ul ly outsourced the tourist visa collection
in Tehran to facilitate the visa services for Iranian
tourists visiting I ndi a . Re gu l a r m e eti n gs o f
th e J o in t Co ns ul ar Committee is held to discuss
consular and other related issues aimed at
facilitating people to people exchanges between the
two countries and addressing the concerns of
Indians resident in Iran and Iranians resident in
India. The latest round of Consular Committee
meeting was held in Tehran in May 2014.
INDIA-ISRAEL RELATIONS
Political Relations
India announced its recognition of Israel on
September 17, 1950. Soon thereafter, the Jewish
Agency established an immigration office in
Bombay. This was later converted into a Trade
Office and subsequently a Consulate. Embassies
were opened in 1992 when full diplomatic relations
were established.
Since the upgradation of relations in 1992,
defence and agriculture formed the two main pillars
of our bilateral engagement. In recent years,
relations have seen rapid growth across a broad
spectrum of areas and the future vision of the
cooperation is of a strong hi-tech partnership as
befits two knowledge economies.
Political ties between the two countries are
friendly. The last visit at the level of President/Prime
Minister was by the then Israeli Prime Minister Ariel
Sharon who visited India on a state visit in
September 2003. During the visit the Delhi
Statement on Friendship and Cooperation between
India and Israel was signed. Then External Affairs
Minister Shri S M Krishna visited Israel in 2012 ,
whi ch m arke d the 20th ann iversary of
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establishment of full diplomatic relations between
India an d Is rael . In cre ased high-le vel exc hanges
a nd mi nis teri al vis its on both s ide s h ave expand
ed cooperation in different functional areas such
as trade, agriculture, S&T,culture and security.
Economic and Commercial Relations
From US$ 200 million in 1992 (comprising
primarily trade in diamonds), bilateral merchandise
trade has diversified and reached US$ 5.19 billion
in 2011. However, the past few years have seen a
decline in total trade due to the global economic
recession. In 2013, the bilateral trade stood at US$
6.01 billion (Source: Dept. of Commerce, GOI) with
the balance of trade in Israel’s favour.
Trade in diamonds constitutes over half of
bilateral trade. In 2013, India was Israel’s tenth
largest trade partner overall, and Israel’s third
largest trade partner in Asia after China and Hong
Kong. In recent years, the bilateral trade has
diversified somewhat with the inclusion of several
sectors such as pharmaceuticals, agriculture, IT and
telecom, and homeland security. Potash is a major
item of Israel’s exports to India, with India buying
a significant percentage of its requirement from
Israel. Major exports from India to Israel include
precious stones and metals, chemical products,
textiles and textile articles, plants and vegetable
products, and mineral products. Major imports by
India from Israel include precious stones and
metals, chemicals and mineral products, base
metals and machinery and transport equipment.
The total bilateral trade in services was about
US $ 407 million in 2012. India’s services exports to
Israel were about US$ 317 million, of which US$
162.6 million was in R&D services In recent years,
Israel has taken a strategic decision to strengthen
economic relations with China and India.
Free Trade Agreement
Since 2010 the two sides are negotiating an
FTA covering trade in goods and services and the
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eighth round was held in Israel in November 2013.
Investment
During April 2000-November 2013, Israel
ranked 43rd among foreign direct investors with
FDI into India of US$ 73.7 million. The data does
not capture FDI flows from Israel to India that flow
through USA, Europe and Singapore. Israeli
companies have invested in India in energy,
renewable energy, telecom, real estate, water
technologies, and are also setting up R&D centres
or production units in India. While official data
about India’s investment in Israel is not available,
significant in ve stme nts from I nd ia i n Is ra el i
nc lu de 100% acquisition of Israeli drip-irrigation
company Naandan by Jain Irrigation, Sun Pharma’s
66% stake in Taro Pharmaceuticals and Triveni
Engineering Industries’ investment in Israeli wastewater treatment company Aqwise. TCS started
operations in Israel in 2005, and the State Bank of
India opened a branch in Tel Aviv in 2007.
Agriculture
India and Israel have a bilateral agreement for
cooperation in agriculture. Under the bilateral
Action Plan for 2012-2015, agricultural cooperation
has been e x pa n d ed to s e ve n sta te s i n cl u d
in g Ha ryan a, Maharashtra, Karnataka,
Rajasthan, Gujarat, Tamil Nadu and Punjab.
Around ten India-Israel Centres of Excellence for
cooperation in agriculture have been set- up so far,
of the thirty centres that are expected to be
established by 2015.
India has benefited from Israeli expertise and
technologies in horticulture mechanization,
protected cultivation, orchard and canopy
management, nursery management, microirrigation and post-harvest management
particularly in Haryana and Maharashtra.
Israeli drip irrigation technologies and
products are now widely used in India. Some Israeli
companies and experts are providing expertise to
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manage and improve dairy farming in India
through their expertise in high milk yield.

is discussing similar programmes with Gujarat and
Rajasthan.

Defence & Security

In January 2014, India and Israel held
extensive discussions to establish an India-Israel
Cooperation Fund aimed at promoting innovations
through joint scientific and technological
collaborations. The Fund is envisaged to have a total
corpus of US$ 40 million over a period of five years,
with each side contributing US$ 20 million. On the
Indian side, the Department of Science and
Tehnology is the nodal Deaprtment. Both sides are
also discussing a joint fund for Industrial R&D in
IT and electronics. The GOI has announced a
contribution of US$5 million towards this fund.

India imports critical defence technologies from
Israel. There are regular exchanges between the
armed forces. The last major visit from the Indian
side was that of the Chief of Army Staff and
Chairman of Chiefs of Staff Committee General
Bikram Singh (March 2014). Four Indian naval
ships from the Western Fleet made a port call in
Haifa in Aug 2012. There is cooperation on security
issues and there is a Joint Working Group on
Counter-Terrorism that meets periodically. In
February 2014, India and Israel signed three
important agreements on Mutual Legal Assistance
in Criminal Matters, Cooperation in Homeland and
Public Security, and Protection of Classified
Material.
Cooperation in S&t
India-Israel cooperation in S&T has evolved
on two tracks. There is joint research by S&T
institutions under an S&T Cooperation Agreement
signed in 1993. Secondly, under an MOU on
Industrial Research and Development Initiative
signed in 2005, a joint industrial R&D fund i4RD
was set up to promote bilateral industrial R&D and
specific projects. Under i4RD, joint projects by the
industry are funded, involving at least one Indian
and one Israeli company. Since the launch of this
programme in 2006, seven projects have been
approved. On May 7, 2013 Karnataka State Council
for Science and Technology and the Karnataka
Science and Technology Promotion Society signed
an MoU with Israel’s MATIMOP, the Israeli
Industry Center for R&D, for industrial R&D
partnership. Through the program, industries may
seek financial support through partner matching
and funding for joint bilateral R&D projects,
involving at least one small/medium scale company
of Karnataka and one Israeli company. MATIMOP

Tata Industries and Ramot, Tel Aviv University
(the University’s technology transfer company)
have e nte red i nto an M oU to f u nd a nd gen
e rate commercialisation-ready technologies in a
wide range of fields, including engi neering, exact
sciences, environment and clean technology,
pharmaceuticals and healthcare. Under the MoU,
Tata Industries, with an investment of US$ 5
million, will be the lead investor in Ramot’s US$20
million Technology Innovation Momentum Fund.
Although no quota is provided for participant
countries, in 2013-14, 78 of the 100 fellowships
awarded were to Indian students. The Government
of Israel has also approved 250 summer scholarships
for eight courses for Indian and Chinese students
in prestigious Israeli universities like Technion (IIT
Haifa), Tel Aviv University, Hebrew Uni versity and
Ben Gurion University. India offers seven ICCR
scholarships and Know India Scholarships to
Israelis every year.
In 2013, the Naan Dan Jain Irrigation
Company instituted two annual scholarships for
Israeli exponents of Indian art and culture to
continue studies in India. Four Israelis have been
awarded the scholarship so far. This year, the
Indian diamond community have set up a fund to
finance study tours to India of meritorious Israeli
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students of Hindi.
Culture and Education
India is known in Israel as an ancient nation
with strong cultural traditions, and in popular
Israeli perception, India is an attractive, alternative
tourist destination. Israeli youth are particularly
attracted to India. India is a destination of choice
for over 40,000 Israelis who visit India every year
for tourism and business. Over 40,000 Indians
visited Israel in 2013, the largest number of tourists
from an Asian country. They are mostly pilgrims
who visit the holy sites.
Several courses related to India are taught at
Tel Avi v Un iversity, Hebrew Univ ersity an d Ha
ifa University. India has signed an MoU with Tel
Aviv University for a Chair for Indian studies in
the Department of East and South East Asian
Studies under which Indian Professors have been
coming for a semester. In May 2013, India and
Israel launched a new funding programme of joint
academic research, the first round of which will
focus on both exact sciences and humanities. Each
government is contributing US$ 5 million annually
for five years. The programme will provide support
for nearly 50 collaborations providing up to US$
300,000 for an experimental project or US$180,000
for a theoretical project for up to three years. The
couterpart organisations are University Grants
Commission and the Israel Science Foundation.
Indian Community
There are approximately 80,000 Jews of Indianorigin in Israel, most of whom are now Israeli
passport holders. The main waves of immigration
into Israel from India took place in the fifties and
sixties. The majority is from Maharashtra (Bene
Israelis) and relatively smaller numbers from Kerala
(Cochini Jews) and Kolkata (Baghdadi Jews). In
recent years some Indian Jews from North Eastern
states of India (Bnei Menache) have been
immigrating to Israel. While the older generation

31

still maintains an Indian lifestyle and their cultural
links with India, the younger generation is
increasingly assimilated into Israeli society.
S hri Eli yahu Beza le l ha il in g from
Chennamangalam, Cochin has distinguished
himself as an eminent agriculturalist and became
the first Israeli of Indian origin to receive Bhartiya
Pravasi Samman in 2005. Sheikh Ansari, who
manages the Indian Hospice in Jerusalem, a unique
Indian connection to the Holy City, was honoured
with the Pravasi Bharatiya Samman in 2011. In
2013, the Indian Embassy in Tel Aviv facilitated the
first-ever National Convention of Indian Jews in
Israel that was held on September 23, 2013 in
Ramla. The event brought together nearly 5,500
people from all the four major groups of Indian
Jews. There are about 10,000 Indian citizens in
Israel, of whom around 8,000 are care-givers.
Others are diamond traders, some IT professionals,
students and unskilled workers.As of 2015, the two
nations are negotiating an extensive bilateral free
trade agreement, focusing on areas such as
information technology, biotechnology, and
agriculture. In February 2015 Israeli Defence
Minister Moshe Ya'alon came to India. During his
visit he participated in Aero India 2015. He also
met his Indian counterpart as well as Indian PM.
INDIA–JAPAN RELATIONS
Background
The friendship between India and Japan has
a long history rooted in spiritual affinity and strong
cultural and civilizational ties. The modern nation
states have carried on the positive legacy of the old
association which has been strengthened by shared
values of belief in democracy, individual freedom
and the rule of law. Over the years, the two
countries have built upon these values and created
a partnership based on both principle and
pragmatism. Today, India is the largest democracy
in Asia and Japan the most prosperous.
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India’s earliest documented direct contact
with Japan was with the Todaiji Temple in Nara,
where the consecration or eye-opening of the
towering statue of lord Buddha was performed by
an Indian monk, Bodhisena, in 752 AD. Among
other Indians closely associated with Japan were
the Hindu leader Swami Vivekananda, Nobel
laureate Rabindranath Tagore, enterpreneur JRD
Tata, freedom fighter Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose
and Judge Radha Binod Pal. The Japan-India
Association was set up in 1903, and is today the
oldest international friendship body in Japan.
Throughout the various phases of history since
civilizational contacts between India and Japan
began some 1400 years ago, the two countries have
never been adversaries. Bilateral ties have been
singularly free of any kind of dispute – ideological,
cultural or territorial. The relationship is unique and
one of mutual respect manifested in generous
gestures and sentiments, and of standing by each
other at times of need. Post the Second World War,
India did not attend the San Francisco Conference,
but decided to conclude a separate peace treaty with
Japan in 1952 after its sovereignty was fully restored,
marking a defining moment in the bilateral relations
and setting the tone for the future. The sole
dissenting voice of Judge Radha Binod Pal at the
War Crimes Tribunal struck a deep chord among
the Japanese public that continues to reverberate
to this day.
In the first decade after diplomatic ties were
established, relations between the two countries
were upbeat. Several high level exchanges took
place, including Japanese Prime Minister Nobusuke
Kishi’s visit to India in 1957, Prime Minister Nehru’s
return visit to Tokyo the same year (with a gift of
two elephants) and President Rajendra Prasad’s
visit in 1958. The visit of their Highnesses, the then
Japanese Crown Prince Akihito and Crown Princess
Michiko in 1960 took the relations to a new level.
The momentum of bilateral ties, however, was
not quite sustained as per expectations in the
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following decades. This is evidenced by the fact that
after Prime Minister Hayato Ikeda’s visit to India
in 1961, the next Prime Ministerial visit was by
Yasuhiro Nakasone in 1984. When Prime Minister
Rajiv Gandhi visited Tokyo in 1988, it was after a
gap of 30 years since the last high-level visit from
India. But a transformational development in the
economic history of India was Suzuki Motor
Corporation’s pathbreaking investment in India in
the early 1980s that revolutionized the automobile
sector, bringing in advanced technology and
management ethics to India. Japanese Official
Development Assistance (ODA) also continued to
flow helping to supplement the work of the Indian
government and helping to plug the gaps in
economic development. A test of the reliability of
Japan as a friend was witnessed in 1991, when
Japan was among the few countries that bailed India
out of the balance of payment crisis.
The beginning of the 21st Century witnessed
a dramatic transformation in bilateral ties. Guided
by the strategic vision of Prime Minister Yoshiro
Mori, the leadership of the two countries, cutting
across party lines, recognised the merit of
substantive bilateral engagement. Recognition of the
mutual advantage in enhancing and widening the
ambit of the bilateral relationship has driven IndiaJapan ties in the past decade and a half. During
Prime Minister Mori’s path-breaking visit to India
in 2000, the Japan-India Global Partnership in the
21st Century was launched providing the muchneeded impetus for the trajectory of relations to soar
to new heights.
The Global Partnership formed the foundation
for the strengthening ties in diverse fields, including
identifying strategic convergences. The joint
statement signed by Prime Ministers Manmohan
Singh and Shinzo Abe in 2006 added a new
dimension to factor in new challenges as they
emerged, and the relationship was upgraded to a
Global and Strategic Partnership with the provision
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of annual Prime Ministerial Summits. India is the
only country with which Japan has such annual
summit meetings alternating between Delhi and
Tokyo. Thanks to the elevation of relations and the
annual summit mechanism, there has been
unprecedented progress in the bilateral economic
and strategic engagement in recent years resulting
in cooperation in a vast swathe of fields including
defence and security, and the conclusion of a
Comprehensive Economic Partnership Agreement
(CEPA) in 2011. In the economic sphere, the
complementarities between the two countries are
particularly striking. (i) Japan’s ageing population
(23% above 65 years) and India’s youthful
dynamism (over 50% below 25 years); (ii) India’s
rich natural and human resources and Japan’s
advanced technology; (iii) India’s prowess in
services and Japan’s excellence in manufacturing;
and (iv) Japan’s surplus capital for investments and
India’s large and growing markets thanks to the
burgeoning middle class.
Japanese ODA, for long the backbone of the
bilateral relationship, still continues to provide longterm loans for India’s infrastructural development.
If soon New Delhi will boast of having the largest
metro network in the world, it will be due to
Japanese assistance which helped to conceptualise
and execute the prestigious Delhi Metro Project. The
Western Dedicated Freight Corridor (DFC), the
Delhi-Mumbai Industrial Corridor with eight new
industrial townships, the Chennai-Bengaluru
Industrial Corridor (CBIC) are all mega projects on
the anvil which will transform India in the next
decade.
Pol i t ic a l
Prime Minister Dr. Manmohan Singh visited
Japan from 27-30 May 2013 for the 7 th Annual
Summit and held talks with PM Abe. Both the
leaders extensively discussed bilateral, regional and
global issues of common interest which enhanced
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and strengthened the Strategic and Global
Partnership between the two countries. A Joint
Statement titled,
“Strengthening the Strategic and Global
Partnership between Japan and India beyond the
60th Anniversary of Diplomatic Relations” was
signed. Prime Minister Shinzo Abe paid an official
visit to India for the 8th Annual Summit with Prime
Minister from 25-27 January 2014 and as the Chief
Guest at the Republic Day parade in New Delhi.
Following their restricted meeting and delegation
level talks, both the Prime Ministers signed a Joint
Statement sharing their vision on intensifying the
India-Japan Strategic and Global Partnership.
Emperor Akihito and Empress Michiko were
on a week-long visit to India from 30 November – 6
December 2013. Their official engagements in Delhi
included visits to Raj Ghat, Jawaharlal Nehru
University, India International Centre, Lodhi
Gardens; calls by Vice-President, Prime Minister and
Leader of Opposition, Lok Sabha. President Shri
Pranab Mukherjee hosted a banquet in their honour.
In Chennai, Their Majesties visited Kalakshetra
Foundation, Guindy National Park and Spastic
Society of Tamil Nadu. Governor of Tamil Nadu
hosted a lunch in their honour. Foreign Secretary
Smt. Sujatha Singh visited Tokyo from 23-27 April
2014 and held consultations with Vice Foreign
Minister Akitaka Saiki on bilateral, regional and
international issues. Foreign Secretary’s visit to
Japan focused on the implementation of ideas and
projects decided at the Annual Summits and
maintain the momentum of the India-Japan
Strategic and Global Partnership.
Under the Parliamentary exchanges
programme between India and Japan, the
Sasakawa Peace Foundation (SPF), in collaboration
with the Confederation of Indian Industry (CII),
has been organizing the visit of Members of
Parliament since 2004. Under this exchange, so far,
10 Parliamentary delegations have visited Japan
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between 2004 and 2013. The India-Japan Forum
of Parliamentarians (IJFP) was established by FICCI
in 2005. Under this programme, two Parliamentary
delegations have visited Japan so far between 2005
and 2011. The Ministry of Parliamentary Affairs
sent a goodwill delegation of Parliamentarians to
Japan from 26 January – 2 February 2011. Smt.
Meira Kumar, Speaker, Lok Sabha, accompanied
by a delegation of MPs visited Japan from 2-6
October 2011 at the joint invitation of the leaders
of the Japanese Diet.
Economic and Commercial Cooperation
Economic relations between India and Japan
have vast potential for growth, given the obvious
complementarities that exist between the two Asian
economies. Japan’s interest in India is increasing
due to variety of reasons including India’s huge and
growing market and its resources, especially the
human resources. The signing of the historic IndiaJapan Comprehensive Economic Partnership
Agreement (CEPA) and its implementation from
August 2011 is expected to further accelerate
growth of trade, economic and commercial relations
between the two countries. In FY 2013-14, JapanIndia bilateral trade reached $16.31 billion, which
is 11.89% lower than $18.51 billion in the previous
fiscal year. The fall in the total trade is mainly due
to reduction in Japanese exports by 23.53%.
However, India’s exports have risen by 4.36% in
2013-14. The share of the India-Japan bilateral trade
has been hovering around 1 per cent of Japan’s total
foreign trade, while it was in the range of 2.2 to 2.5
per cent of India’s total trade in the last couple of
years.
India’s primary exports to Japan have been
petroleum products, chemicals, nonmetallic
minerals, fish and fish products, metalliferrous ores
and scrap, animal feeds, iron and steel products,
clothing and accessories, textile and fabrics and
machinery etc. India’s primary imports from Japan
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are machinery, iron and steel products, electrical
machinery, transport equipment, plastic materials,
metal products, etc.
Japanese FDI into India grew exponentially
from US$ 139 million in 2004 to all time high of
$5551 million in 2008 due to mega deals particularly
acquisition of Ranbaxy by Daichi Sankyo.
Subsequent years have seen decreasing trend in
Japanese FDI to India in line with overall FDI to
India. However, in 2012, Japan’s FDI into India
increased by 19.8% over 2011 to reach $2786
million, although it accounted for only 2.3 per cent
of Japan’s overall FDI outflow in 2012. In 2013 the
FDI declined by 22.64% which is 1.6% of the total
FDI outflow from Japan. Japanese FDI into India
has mainly been in automobile, electrical equipment,
telecommunications, chemical and pharmaceutical
sectors. Japanese companies have made an
investment of $15.359 billion in India between April
2000 and December 2013. This accounted for 7%
of total FDI inflow into India and made Japan the
4th largest investor in India. Japanese automakers
are moving to bolster Indian production bases.
Japanese heavy electrical machinery manufacturers
and trading houses are also eyeing demand
stemming from India’s efforts to improve its
underdeveloped power infrastructure. Japan has
been extending bilateral loan and grant assistance
to India since 1958. Japan is the largest bilateral
donor to India. Japanese ODA supports India’s
efforts for accelerated economic development
particularly in priority areas like power,
transportation, environmental projects and projects
related to basic human needs.
Science & Technology and
Cultural Cooperation
The Science & Technology Cooperation
Agreement between India and Japan was signed
on 29th November 1985 with Ministry of Foreign
Affairs Japan and Department of Science &
Technology, India as nodal agencies on behalf of
two governments. The cooperation picked up its
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momentum after establishment of India-Japan
Science Council (IJSC) in the year 1993 and so far
17 annual meetings of IJSC have taken place.
The IJSC activities include collaborative
research projects sessions, academic seminars,
exploratory visits by scientists from both countries
and Raman-Mizushima lecture series. Under the
collaborative projects, 6 priority themes for research
in the basic sciences were identified. Another
important cooperation under the new science and
technology initiative between JST and DST is a
theme based activity.
The initial theme was information and
communication technologies (ICT) under which
several projects were supported during 2006-2012.
The current theme for JST-DST collaboration is on
biomedical research. Under the S&T cooperative
agreement between two countries, MEXT and DST
have signed Implementation Arrangement on 25
January 2014 during the visit of Prime Minister
Shinzo Abe to India. A cultural agreement was
signed between India and Japan on 29 October
1956, which came into effect on 24 May 1957. In
1951, India established a scholarship system for
young Japanese scholars to study in India. Prime
Minister Rajiv Gandhi attended the April 1988
opening ceremony of the Festival of India. The year
2012 marked the 60th anniversary of establishment
of diplomatic relations between India and Japan.
India Cultural Centre in Tokyo was formally
inaugurated during the visit of ICCR President on
25 September 2009. The Centre offers classes on
Yoga, Tabla, Bharatanatyam, Odissi, Sambalpuri,
Bollywood dances and Hindi and Bengali
languages.
Indian Community
The arrival of Indians in Japan for business and
commercial interests began in the 1870s at the two
major open ports of Yokohama and Kobe. More
Indians entered Japan during World War I when
Japanese products were sought to fill gaps in
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demand that war-torn Europe could not meet.
Following the great Kanto Earthquake in 1923, most
of the Indians in Yokohama relocated to the Kansai
region (Osaka-Kobe) and the city hosted the largest
migrant Indian population in Japan. Yokohama
authorities offered special incentives to the Indian
community after World War II to revive their old
base in Kanto. The old Indian community in Japan
focused on trading in textiles, commodities and
electronics. With close linkages to India as well as
connections in Hong Kong and Shanghai, they
became major players in trading activities across
Asia. A newer segment of the community is engaged
in gems and jewelry. The Indian community
established the Indian Merchants Association in
Yokohama (IMAY) in 1929. In recent years, there
has been a change in the composition of the Indian
community with the arrival of a large number of
professionals. These include IT professionals and
engineers working for Indian and Japanese firms
as well as professionals in management, finance,
education, and S&T research who are engaged with
multinational as well as Indian and Japanese
organisations. The Nishikasai area in Tokyo is
emerging as a “mini-India”. The community is
engaged in a range of cultural and social activities.
This maintains their links with the motherland and
also promotes contacts with their Japanese
neighbours. Their growing numbers has prompted
the opening of two Indian schools in Tokyo and
one in Yokohama. The community is actively
engaged in events organized by the Embassy. The
Indian community lives harmoniously with its
neighbours and has developed relations with local
governments to become valuable members of the
Japanese community.
In 2014, the Indian PM Narendra Modi visited
Japan. During his tenure as the Chief Minister of
Gujarat, Modi had maintained good ties with the
Japanese PM Shinzo Abe. His 2014 visit further
strengthened the ties between the two countries,
and resulted in several key agreements, including
the establishment of a “Special Strategic Global
Partnership”.
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INDIA–MYANMAR RELATIONS
India-Myanmar relations are rooted in shared
historical, ethnic, cultural and religious ties. As the
land of Lord Buddha, India is a country of
pilgrimage for the people of Myanmar. India and
Myanmar relations have stood the test of time. The
geographical proximity of the two countries has
helped develop and sustain cordial relations and
facilitated people-topeople contact. India and
Myanmar share a long land border of over 1600
km and a maritime boundary in the Bay of Bengal.
A large population of Indian origin (according to
some estimates about 2.5 million) lives in Myanmar.
India and Myanmar signed a Treaty of Friendship
in 1951. The visit of the Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi
in 1987 laid the foundations for a stronger
relationship between India and Myanmar.
A number of agreements enhancing bilateral
Cooperation have been signed between the two
countries. Institutional mechanisms for facilitating
regular dialogue on a range of issues of bilateral
interest have also been established. During 2002,
the Indian Consulate General in Mandalay was reopened and the Consulate General of Myanmar
was set up in Kolkata. Following the cataclysmic
cyclone ‘Nargis’ which hit Myanmar in May 2008,
India responded immediately with relief materials
and offers of assistance. India also provided
assistance of US $1 million for humanitarian relief
and rehabilitation in the areas affected by the severe
earthquake in Shan State in March 2011. Of this
amount, US$ 250,000 was provided as a cash grant
to the Myanmar Government while US$ 750,000
was utilized for reconstruction of one high school
and six primary schools in Tarlay Township that
was worst affected by the earthquake.
Exchange of High Level Visits
High level visits have been a regular feature of
India-Myanmar relations for several years. After the
formation of the new government led by President
U Thein Sein on March 30, 2011, Shri S.M. Krishna,
Minister of External Affairs, was the first high level
dignitary to visit Myanmar on June 20-22, 2011.

Smt Nirupama Rao, Foreign Secretary,
accompanied EAM during the visit. During this
visit, MoU on Setting up of Indo-Myanmar
Industrial Training Centre at Myingyan in
Myanmar was signed by EAM and H.E. U Soe
Thane, Minister of Industry-II of Myanmar.
Documents pertaining to the construction of ten
500- tonne rice silos with Indian assistance of US$
2 million in Yangon and Ayeyarwaddy Divisions
were also handed over. President U Thein Sein paid
a State visit to India on October 12-15, 2011. The
visit represented the first State visit from Myanmar
to India following the swearing in of a new
Government in Myanmar in March 2011. President
Thein Sein had a meeting with the Prime Minister
of India, Dr. Manmohan Singh, which was
followed by delegation level talks. He was
accompanied by Chief of General Staff Lt Gen. Hla
Htay Win, Minister for Border Affairs and
Myanmar Industrial Development Lt. Gen Thein
Htay, Minister for Foreign Affairs U. Wunna Maung
Lwin, Minister for Agriculture and Irrigation U
Myint Hlaing, Minister for Religious Affairs Thura
U Myint Maung, Minister for Industry (1) and (2)
U Soe Thane, Minister for Electric Power (1) U Zaw
Min, Minister for National Planning and Economic
Development and Livestock and Fisheries U Tin
Naing Thein, Minister for Tran port U Nyan Tun
Aung, Minister for Energy U Than Htay, Minister
for Science and Technology U Aye Myint, Minister
of Commerce U Win Myint, Deputy Minister for
Health Dr. Win Myint, and other senior officials.
During the visit, two documents were signed,
namely, the Memorandum of Understanding for
the Upgradation of the Yangon Children’s Hospital
and Sittwe General Hospital; and the Programme
of Cooperation in Science & Technology for the
period of 2012-2015.
Pyithu Hluttaw (Lower House) Speaker Thura
U Shwe Mann led a high level parliamentary
delegation to India from December 11-17, 2011. The
visit was in response to a joint invitation extended
by Shri M. Hamid Ansari, Vice President of India/
Chairman, Rajya Sabha and Smt. Meira Kumar,
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Speaker of the Lok Sabha. The objective of the visit
was to share India’s experience in parliamentary
practices and procedures with the visiting Myanmar
delegation. Myanmar Foreign Minister U Wunna
Maung Lwin paid an official visit to India from
January 22-26, 2012. During the visit, he called on
Prime Minister and held bilateral discussions with
EAM. During his visit, he delivered a lecture at the
Indian Council for World Affairs on the topic
“Myanmar: A Country in Transition to
Democracy”.
Prime Minister of India Dr. Manmohan Singh
paid a state visit to Myanmar from may 27-29 2012.
During the Visit Prime Minister several new
initiatives were announced and singed 12 MoUs
and agreements including extension of a new line
of credit (LOC) for US$500 million to Myanmar,
support for setting up an Advance Centre for
Agriculture Research and Education in Yezin, a
Rice Bio-park in the integrated Demonstration Park
in Nay Pyi Taw, and an Information Technology
Institute in Mandalay. In addition important
agreements such as Air Service Agreement,
Establishment of Joint Trade and Investment Forum,
MoU on Border Areas Development, and
establishment of Border Haats and Cultural
Exchange Programme.
Major Indian Projects in Myanmar
The Government of India is actively involved
in over a dozen projects in Myanmar, both in
infrastructural and non-infrastructural areas. These
include upgradation and resurfacing of the 160 km.
long Tamu-Kalewa-Kalemyo road; construction
and upgradation of the Rhi-Tiddim Road in
Myanmar; the Kaladan Multimodal Transport
Project; etc. An ADSL project for high speed data
link in 32 Myanmar cities has been completed by
TCIL. ONGC Videsh Ltd. (OVL), GAIL and ESSAR
are participants in the energy sector in Myanmar.
M/s RITES is involved in development of the rail
transportation system and in supply of railway
coaches, locos and parts. In September 2008,
Ministry of Electric Power-1 (MoEP-1) and NHPC
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signed an agreement for development of the
Tamanthi and Shwezaye Hydro-Electric Power
project in Chindwin River valley and NHPC
submitted the updated DPR on Tamanthi and is
working on the DPR on the Shwezaye project. A
heavy turbo-truck assembly plant set up in
Myanmar by TATA Motors with GOI financial
assistance was inaugurated on December 31, 2010.
An India-Myanmar Industrial Training Centre has
been set up by HMT(I) in Myanmar with the
assistance of GOI in Pakokku, a second centre is
being set up in Myingyan, while the MyanmarIndia Centre for English Language (MICELT), a
Myanmar-India Entrepreneurship Development
Centre (MIEDC) and an India-Myanmar Centre for
Enhancement of IT Skills (IMCEITS) are all
operational. Other projects include revamp of the
Ananda Temple in Bagan, upgradation of the
Yangon Children’s Hospital and Sittwe General
Hospital, erection of disaster proof rice silos etc.
India has also assisted in the reconstruction of 1
high school and 6 primary schools in Tarlay
township, the area worst affected by the severe
earthquake that struck north-eastern Myanmar in
March 2011.
The Kaladan Multi-modal Transit Transport
Project will connect the eastern Indian seaport
of Kolkata with Sittwe seaport in Myanmar by sea;
it will then link Sittwe seaport to Lashio in
Myanmar via Kaladan river boat route and then
from Lashio on to Mizoram in India by road
transport.
Commercial and Economic Relations
Bilateral trade has expanded significantly from
US$ 12.4 million in 1980-81 to US$ 1070.88 million
in 2010-11. India’s imports from Myanmar are
dominated by agricultural items (beans, pulses and
forest based products form 90% of our imports).
India’s main exports to Myanmar are primary and
semi-finished steel and pharmaceuticals. At the
institutional level, the Confederation of Indian
Industry and the Union of Myanmar Federation of
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Chambers of Commerce and Industry (UMFCCI)
entered into an MoU in February, 2000. An MoU
was also signed between CII and the Myanmar
Computer Federation (MCF) in 2001. In 2004, an
Agreement on setting up of a Joint Task Force
between Union of Myanmar Federation of
Chambers of Commerce and Industry (UMFCCI)
and Confederation of India Industry was signed,
as was an MoU between Myanmar-India Business
Club (MIBC) and Federation of Industries and
Commerce of North-Eastern Region.
The mechanism of the Joint Trade Committee
(JTC), chaired by the respective Commerce
Ministers, has been effective in reviewing and
setting policy objectives for bilateral trade between
the two countries. Set up in 2003, the Joint Trade
Committee has met four times so far (the last being
in September 2011) and has successfully directed
the rapid growth of commercial relations between
the two countries. During the 4th JTC meeting both
sides reviewed bilateral trade and investment and
agreed to double the bilateral trade to US$ 3 bn by
2015.
In 2008, during the 3rd Joint Trade Committee
Meeting between India and Myanmar, United Bank
of India signed an MoU with three Myanmar
national banks (Myanma Foreign Trade Bank,
Myanma Economic Bank and & Myanma
Investment and Commercial Bank) to facilitate
trade. However, this channel is being mostly utilized
for border trade only. In addition to this, a Bilateral
Investment Promotion Agreement (BIPA) and a
Double Taxation Avoidance Agreement (DTAA)
were also signed in 2008. India and Myanmar are
both signatory to the India-ASEAN Trade in Goods
Agreement, which was signed in August 2009.
Myanmar is also a beneficiary country under
India’s Duty Free Tariff Preference Scheme for
LDCs.
Border Trade
India and Myanmar signed a border trade

agreement in 1994 and have two operational
border trade points (Moreh-Tamu and Zowkhatar
–Rhi on the 1643 km long border. A third border
trade point is proposed to be opened at AvakhungPansat/Somrai. With an estimated border trade of
US$ 12.8 mn(2010-11), major items bought by
Myanmar traders from the Indian side are cotton
yarn, auto parts, soya bean meal and
pharmaceuticals, (reports also about smuggling of
items like fertilizers, vehicles particularly two
wheelers etc.); betel nut, dried ginger, green mung
beans, turmeric roots, resin and medicinal herbs are
the main items sold from Myanmar to India. During
the 3rd India-Myanmar Joint Trade Committee in
October 2008, it was agreed that Border Trade at
the existing points would be upgraded to Normal
Trade so as to promote bilateral trade between the
two countries.
Trade Fair & Market Promotion
Recent trade promotion events include the
India Product Show 2012(March 2012),
representing 19 companies, NEFIT’s car rally from
(March 2012) with over 60 participants (including
over 35 business community representatives) from
Guwahati to Yangon and back, the much successful
Enterprise India show 2011 organised by CII in
November 2011 in which over 60 Indian companies
participated, India Pharmaceutical Expo 2011 held
in Yangon with the help of PHARMEXCIL and the
Myanmar Medical Association, the North East India
Conclave held in Yangon and Mandalay in
September 2010 by the Indian Chamber of
Commerce, Kolkata and the UMFCCI, visits by the
Indo- Myanmar Chamber of Commerce and
Industry (IMCCI), Mumbai to Myanmar in January
2010 etc.
Training Programme
Myanmar is a beneficiary of training
programmes under ITEC, TCS of Colombo Plan,
GCSS and MGCSS schemes. The slots for Myanmar
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trainees in 2011-12 were as follows: ITEC 185; TCS
–75; GCSS of ICCR – 10 and MGCSS - 10.
Utilization has been excellent. In 2011-12 also, the
interest levels are high. We have also offered training
to two sets of local journalists who were given an
intensive training at IIMC, New Delhi by XP
Division.
Culture Exchange
Performances by Indian cultural troupes in
Myanmar have been organised on a regular basis
since 1997. Various cultural troupes have
exchanged visits and performed in both countries.
In November 2009, a 13-member student group
from Myanmar attended SAARC Cultural Festival
in India. In December 2009, a popular Myanmar
music band ‘Emperor’ went to India to participate
in the “South Asian Bands Festival” organized by
ICCR. They also performed in Shillong, Meghalaya.
In January 2010, the Embassy organized the annual
“Indian Film Festival” at Yangon. This event has
become a highlight of the Yangon cultural calendar.
In March 2010, a famous landscape artist from
Myanmar went to Puducherry, India to participate
in “South Asian Artists Camp” organized by ICCR
and SEHER. The paintings emerging from that camp
were exhibited in the Embassy Auditorium in
November 2010 and received an outstanding
response from the local community. A 15-member
theatre group from Myanmar went to India
participate in “South Asian Theatre Festival”
organized by ICCR and NSD in March 2010. The
“Abiogenesis” band performed Yangon and
Mandalay in the last week of May 2010. A Qawalli
group (Sabri Brothers) performed in Yangon and
other cities in Myanmar in January 2011. There was
a packed calendar of commemorative activities for
the Rabindranath Tagore 150th birth anniversary
celebrations, including a dance drama, seminar,
artists’ camp, film festival etc. All the events were
very well received by the Myanmar public and
media. Classes in Bharatnatyam and Yoga have
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been started in the Embassy since December 2010,
with the support of the ICCR. As of 2013, India
has provided loan to Myanmar for its development,
about US$500 million.
Indian Diaspora
The origin of the Indian community in
Myanmar is traced back to the mid-19th century
with the advent of the British rule in Lower Burma
in 1852. The two cities of Myanmar namely, Yangon
(former Rangoon) and Mandalay had a dominating
presence of Indians in various fields such as civil
services, education, trade & commerce during the
British rule. According to 1983 official census of
Myanmar the number of PIOs in Myanmar is
428,428 and the estimated number of stateless PIOs
is to be 250,000. A large number of the Indian
community (nearly 150,000) live in Bago
(Zeyawaddy & Kyautaga) and Tanintharyi Regions
and Mon State and are primarily engaged in
farming. The NRI families in Myanmar mainly live
in Yangon and are engaged in exportimport
business or are employees of MNCs based in India,
Singapore and Thailand.
Air links with
India / Convenient Travel Routes
1. Thai Airways flies daily to various cities in
India via Bangkok;
2. Indian Airlines flies Kolkata-Yangon (to-andfro) twice a week on Mondays and Fridays;
Cooperation between India and Myanmar
in the regional/Sub-regional Context
ASEAN: Myanmar became a member of
ASEAN in July 1997. As the only ASEAN country
which shares a land border with India, Myanmar
is a bridge between India and ASEAN. A few
proposals for cooperation have been implemented
and some are under discussions with Myanmar
within the framework of ASEAN’s IAI programme.
BIMSTEC: Myanmar became a member of
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BIMSTEC in December 1997. Myanmar is a
signatory to the BIMSTEC Free Trade Agreement.
Myanmar is the lead country for the energy sector.
Myanmar trades mostly with Thailand and India
in the BIMSTEC region. Myanmar’s major exports
to India are agricultural products like beans, pulses
and maize and forest products such as teak and
hardwoods. Its imports from India include chemical
products, pharmaceuticals, electrical appliances
and transport equipment. The 13th BIMSTEC
Ministerial Meeting was held in Myanmar in
January 2011.
Mekong Ganga Cooperation: Myanmar is a
member of the Mekong Ganga Cooperation (MGC)
since its inception in November 2000. MGC is an
initiative by six countries – India and five ASEAN
countries namely, Cambodia, Laos, Myanmar,
Thailand and Vietnam – for cooperation in the fields
of tourism, education, culture, transport and
communication. The chairmanship of MGC is
assumed by member countries in alphabetical
order.
SAARC: Myanmar was given the status of
observer in SAARC in August 2008.

in the recent years have been by Prime Minister Dr.
Baburam Bhattarai (20-23 October 2011), Prime
Minister Madhav Kumar Nepal (18-22 August
2009) and Prime Minister Pushpa Kamal Dahal
‘Prachanda’ (14-18 September, 2008). External
Affairs Minister, Shri.S.M. Krishna visited Nepal
from 15-17 January 2010 and again from 20-22 April
2011. Finance Minister Shri Pranab Mukherjee
visited Nepal on 27 November 2011.
India-Nepal Treaty of Peace and Friendship
of 1950 is the bedrock of the special relations that
exist between India and Nepal. Under the provisions
of the treaty, Nepalese citizen have enjoyed
unparalleled advantages in India, availing the
facilities and opportunities at par with Indian
citizens. The Treaty has enabled Nepal to overcome
the disadvantages of being a land-locked country.
Overtime, many regimes in Nepal have raised the
issue of revision of the treaty. India has maintained
that it is willing to examine all bilateral
arrangements with a view to further strengthening
our relations. Specific suggestions from the Nepalese
side have not been forthcoming.

As close neighbours, India and Nepal share a
unique relationship of friendship and cooperation
characterized by open borders and deep-rooted
people-to-people contacts of kinship and culture.
There has been a long tradition of free movement
of people across the borders. Nepal has an area of
147,181 Sq. Kms. and a population of 29 million. It
shares a border of over 1850 Kms to the south with
five Indian States - Sikkim, West Bengal, Bihar, Uttar
Pradesh and Uttarakhand and in the north with
the Tibet autonomous region of the People’s
Republic of China.

Beginning with the 12-Point Understanding
reached between the Seven Party Alliance (SPA)
and the Maoists in Delhi in November 2005.
Government of India welcomed the roadmap laid
down by the historic Comprehensive Peace
Agreement of November 2006 towards political
stabilization in Nepal through peaceful
reconciliation and inclusive democratic processes,
India has consistently responded with a sense of
urgency to the needs of the people and Government
of Nepal in ensuring the success of the peace process
and institutionalization of multi-party democracy
through the framing of a new Constitution by a
duly elected Constituent Assembly.

In keeping with the tradition of regular highlevel exchange of visits between India and Nepal,
President, Dr. Ram Baran Yadav, First President of
Nepal, paid an official visit to India from 27 January
-5 February 2011. Other visits from Nepal to India

India contributes to the development efforts
of Government of Nepal (GoN) by undertaking
various development projects in the areas of
infrastructure, health, rural and community
development, education, etc. The grant assistance
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extended to Nepal during 2009-10 under ‘Aid to
Nepal’ budget was ` 161 crores. In addition, GOI
has extended considerable economic assistance to
the ongoing peace process in Nepal. The overall
quantum of India’s assistance to Nepal is approx. `
3600 crores which includes the Small Development
Projects scheme offered by the Embassy of India
delivers development assistance at grass-roots level
in sectors identified with the local population. It
now covers over 370 projects with an outlay of
approx. Rs. 402 crores. As part of India’s effort to
assist with capacity building and development of
Human Resources in Nepal, over 1500 scholarships
are offered annually for Nepalese students to pursue
various courses in India and Nepal.
India continues to be Nepal’s largest trade
partner, source of foreign investment and tourist
arrivals. Bilateral trade between India and Nepal
has increased substantially since the signing of the
Trade Treaty in 1996 and received further impetus
after the signing of the revised Trade treaty in 2009
which has provisions that allow Nepal greater
access to the Indian market. According to figures
for the Nepalese fiscal year 2066 (July 2010), bilateral
trade with India accounted stood at ‘ 16129.7 crores
which accounted for for 58.7% of Nepalese total
external trade. India and Nepal have a treaty of
transit, which confers transit rights through each
other’s territory through mutually agreed routes
and modalities. The treaty was last renewed for
seven years in March 2006. The two countries have
concluded a Rail Services Agreement (RSA) and a
revised Air Services Agreement (ASA) to enhance
bilateral connectivity. A Motor Vehicles Agreement
(MVA) for passenger vehicles is awaiting formal
signature. India also remains Nepal’s largest source
of foreign investment and Indian investments in
Nepal amount to ‘ 1586 crores with 462 FDI
projects. India accounts for 44% of the total foreign
investments in Nepal .
India had played a leading role in helping the
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Nepal Army (NA) in its modernization through
provision of equipment and training. More than 180
training slots are provided every year for training
of NA personnel in various Indian Army training
institutions. The Chief of Army Staff of the Indian
Army is given the honorary rank of a General in
the Nepal Army and a reciprocal honour is
conferred on the Chief of the Nepal Army. India
has always been proud to have Nepalese as soldiers
in her Forces and has made every effort to ensure
that they are looked after and cared for in their
twilight years. As of now, we have over 1.23 Lakh
ex-servicemen residing in Nepal. in 2010-11 the
payments of pensions to the Indian ex-service men
in Nepal amounted to Rs. 1100 crores. The
Government of India has made every effort to ensure
that these exservicemen, their families and
dependents are looked after in the best possible
manner. To ensure this, the Government of India
has established “The Indian Ex-Servicemen Welfare
Organisation in Nepal (IEWON)”.
There is vast potential for cooperation between
India and Nepal in the field of water resources.
Nepal has 43,000 MWs hydropower potential that
is known to be technically feasible and economically
viable. However, major projects have not takenoff
due to considerations outside the realm of
economics. Ironically, India is a net exporter of
power to Nepal. Both countries have recognized
the importance of cooperation in this field and
decided to inject a new dynamism by establishing
a threetier bilateral mechanism at the Ministerial
(Joint Ministerial Level Commission on Water
Resources- JMCWR), Secretary (Joint Committee on
Water Resources- JCWR) and technical (Joint
Standing Technical Committee- JSTC) levels to
oversee the entire gamut of cooperation in water
related issues.
Cooperation on issues of mutual security
concerns relating to the open border has been a
hallmark of our relations with Nepal. Nepalese side
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has assured at various levels that it would not allow
its territory to be used for any activity against India
There are streamlined bilateral mechanisms to
address all issues concerning security, including
cross-border crime, and establishing effective
communication links between and along the
bordering districts to further facilitate the exchange
of information. India has repeatedly stressed the
need for strengthening the legal framework, in
order to counter their common cross border security
challenges. India has also provided liberal assistance
to the security apparatus in Nepal in development
of infrastructure, capacity building, equipment and
training of human resources.
A Joint Technical Committee (JTC) led by
Surveyors General of India and Nepal has jointly
prepared and initialed strip maps of 98% of the
India-Nepal boundary (December 2007). These strip
maps
are awaiting
authentication
at
Plenipotentiary level. Recently there were some
politically motivated attempts in Nepal to portray
the status of the boundary in an unfavorable light
alleging instances of Indian encroachment, although
the matter has not been formally taken up by the
Government of Nepal. India has emphasized the
necessity of early signature of the strip maps at
plenipotentiary level so that work on installation
of boundary pillars where they are missing and
repairs where they are damaged could begin. Nepal
has conveyed that they are building political
consensus for the signing of the strip maps.
However, in recent years, the increasing
dominance of Maoism in Nepal’s domestic
politics,along with the strengthening economic and
political influence of the People’s Republic of China
has caused the Nepalese government to gradually
distance its ties with India.
Prime Minister of India Narendra Modi visited
Nepal in August marking the first official visit by
an Indian prime minister in 17 years, provided
Nepal with NRs 10,000 crore ($1 billion) as
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concessional line of credit for various development
purposes to Nepal and a HIT formula.
Nepal and India signed an important deal on
25 November 2014 as per which India will build a
900 MW hydropower plant at a cost of another USD
1 billion.
INDIA - PAKISTAN RELATIONS:
RECENT DEVELOPMENTS
Composite Dialogue
The Composite Dialogue between India and
Pakistan from 2004 to 2008 addressed all
outstanding issues. It had completed four rounds
and the fifth round was in progress when it was
paused in the wake of the Mumbai terrorist attack
in November 2008. Amongst its achievements can
be cited a number of Confidence Building Measures
(CBMs) related to peace and security; enhanced
people to people contacts through bus and train
services; revival of the Bilateral Joint Commission
after 16 years; setting up of the Judicial Committee
to look into the humanitarian issue of civilian
prisoners/fishermen held in each others jails and
growth in bilateral trade by 550% between year
2003-04 and 2007-08 from US$ 344.59 million to
US$ 2.23 billion.
Resumed Dialogue
As a result of their meeting in April 2010 in
Thimphu on the sidelines of the SAARC Summit,
Prime Minister and PM Gilani of Pakistan mandated
the two Foreign Ministers and Foreign Secretaries
to hold discussions on the modalities for restoring
trust and confidence in order to pave the way for a
comprehensive, sustained and meaningful dialogue
on all issues of mutual interest and concern. Foreign
Secretary met her Pakistani counterpart in
Islamabad in June 2010, and External Affairs
Minister visited Islamabad in July 2010. Foreign
Secretaries of India and Pakistan met in Thimphu
on February 6, 2011 to carry forward the process
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and agreed to resume dialogue on all issues
following the spirit of the Thimphu meeting between
the two Prime Ministers. The sides decided to discuss
Counter-Terrorism (including progress on Mumbai
trial) and Narcotics Control; Humanitarian issues;
Commercial & Economic cooperation; Wullar
Barrage/Tulbul Navigation Project; Sir Creek;
Siachen; Peace & Security including CBMs; Jammu
& Kashmir; promotion of friendly exchanges. The
two Prime Ministers met informally at Mohali on
March 30, 2011, when PM Gilani visited India to
witness with PM the semi-final cricket match
between India and Pakistan during the Cricket
World Cup. The meeting of External Affairs
Minister and Foreign Minister Khar in New Delhi
on 27th July 2011, preceded by the meeting of the
Foreign Secretaries of the two countries on 24th June
2011 in Islamabad, marked the culmination of the
first round of the resumed dialogue. The Ministers
expressed satisfaction on holding of meetings on
the issues mentioned above, endorsed the decisions
taken by various groups and reviewed bilateral
relations. They also decided to revive the Joint
Commission and agreed on strengthening CrossLoC CBMs.
During the meeting of PM with PM Gilani in
November 2011, which took place on the sidelines
of the 17th SAARC summit in Maldives, the leaders
decided to continue the resumed dialogue. PM
expressed satisfaction at the progress made by the
resumed dialogue and agreed to continue the
process with the aim to build a mutually
cooperative and productive relationship between
the two countries, keeping in mind that there is the
need for an environment free from hostility and
violence and held talks with him on April 8, 2012
when the President undertook a private visit to the
sufi shrine of Khwaja Moinuddin Chishti in Ajmer.
After the meeting of the two leaders, PM said that
his exchange of views with President Zardari on
bilateral issues was constructive and friendly. He
mentioned that the two leaders were willing to find
practical and pragmatic solutions to all outstanding
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issues. President Zardari invited PM to visit
Pakistan. PM accepted the invitation with pleasure
and said that he would be happy to visit at an
appropriate time. 7. PM invited President of
Pakistan Asif Ali Zardari for a lunch in New Delhi
and held talks with him on April 8, 2012 when the
President undertook a private visit to the sufi shrine
of Khwaja Moinuddin Chishti in Ajmer. After the
meeting of the two leaders, PM said that his
exchange of views with President Zardari on
bilateral issues was constructive and friendly. He
mentioned that the two leaders were willing to find
practical and pragmatic solutions to all outstanding
issues.
President Zardari invited PM to visit Pakistan.
PM accepted the invitation with pleasure and said
that he would be happy to visit at an appropriate
time. 8. In the second round of the resumed
dialogue, Secretary, Water of Government of India
and Secretary, Water and Power of Government of
Pakistan met in New Delhi on March 27-28, 2012
to discuss Wullar Barrage/Tulbul Navigation
Project. Home Secretary level talks were held on
Counter- Terrorism (including progress on Mumbai
trial), Narcotics Control and Humanitarian issues
in Islamabad (May 24-25, 2012). Commerce
Secretaries discussed commercial & economic
cooperation on November 14-16, 2011 in New
Delhi, apart from meeting as part of Ministerial
interaction in September 2011 in New Delhi,
February 2012 in Islamabad and April 2012 in New
Delhi. Defence Secretary level talks on Siachen were
held in Rawalpindi on June 11-12, 2012.
Surveyor General of India and Additional
Secretary, Ministry of Defence Pakistan held talks
on Sir Creek in New Delhi on June 18-19, 2012.
Foreign Secretary level talks were held in New Delhi
on July 4-5, 2012 on Peace & Security, including
CBMs, Jammu & Kashmir, and promotion of
friendly exchanges. Expert Level talks on
Conventional and Nuclear CBMs were held in
Islamabad in December 2011. The Joint Working
Group on Cross-LoC CBMs met in Islamabad on
July 19, 2012. External Affairs Minister and Foreign
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Minister Khar will meet in Islamabad in September
2012 to review the second round of the resumed
dialogue.
Terrorism
Terrorism remains our core concern in the
relationship with Pakistan and has been repeatedly
raised with Pakistan, including at the highest level,
whereby India has consistently urged Pakistan to
fulfill its repeated assurance given to us not to allow
the territory under its control to be used for
supporting terrorism directed against us or for any
other anti-India activity. More recently, during the
meeting of PM with PM Gilani in Maldives
(November 10, 2011), PM underlined our concerns
regarding terrorism and stressed that it was
imperative to bring the perpetrators of the Mumbai
attack to justice. During the meeting with President
of Pakistan Asif Ali Zardari in New Delhi on April
8, 2012, PM told President Zardari that there was
need for taking firm action to curb terrorism to
enable us to make forward movement in bilateral
relationship. PM conveyed that it was imperative
to bring the perpetrators of the Mumbai attack to
justice and prevent activities aimed against India
from Pakistani soil. In this context, he mentioned
the activities of Hafiz Saeed carried out in public.
Pakistan has been specifically requested to take
action against anti-India terrorist outfits such as
Lashkar-e- Taiba (LeT)/ Jamaatud-Dawaa (JuD),
and its leaders such as Hafiz Saeed and Abdur
Rehman Makki.
The Mumbai terrorist attack case in an AntiTerrorism Court in Pakistan against the seven
persons arrested in Pakistan in connection with the
attack is ongoing. A Pakistan Judicial Commission
visited India in March 2012 and recorded
statements of judicial and police officials, who had
recorded the lone surviving accused Ajmal Kasab’s
confessional statement, and two doctors who had
conducted postmortem on the terrorists involved
in the attack. The Anti Terrorism Court upheld the
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contention of the defence that the report of the
Judicial Commission was not legal and could not
form part of the case, since the witnesses were not
cross-examined. The request of Pakistan authorities
to allow another visit of the Commission to India
for cross-examining the four witnesses mentioned
above is under consideration of the Indian
authorities.
Narcotics Control and Organised Crime
Following talks between Director Generals of
Narcotics Control Bureau of India and the AntiNarcotics Force of Pakistan in Islamabad on
September 12-13, 2011, the two sides signed a
Memorandum of Understanding on ‘Drug Demand
Reduction and Prevention of Illicit Trafficking in
Narcotics Drugs/ Psychotropic Substances and
Precursor Chemicals and related matters’ for
enhancing mutual cooperation through effective
and sustained steps to control the growing menace
of drug trafficking.
In their meeting in May 2012, the Home/
Interior Secretaries of the two countries decided, in
principle, to initiate negotiations on a Mutual Legal
Assistance Treaty in order to strengthen mutual
cooperation in criminal matters. the two countries
to work out technical details of moving forward on
issues of human trafficking, counterfeit currency,
cyber crimes and Red Notices.
Trade and Economic Relations
As mentioned earlier, bilateral trade had
benefited from the Composite Dialogue process
which had begun in 2004. However, it declined after
the Mumbai terror attack. In the financial year
2010-11 the bilateral trade was USD 2.67 billion,
with India’s exports to Pakistan worth USD 2.33
billion. 15. The visit of the Senior Federal Minister
of Commerce of Pakistan Makhdom Muhamad
Ameen Fahim to India from 29th September to 3rd
October 2011 was the first such visit after a gap of
35 years. During the visit, he met the Indian
Minister for Commerce and Industry, called on
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Prime Minister and addressed joint India-Pakistan
business sessions organized by the Federation of
Indian Chambers of Commerce and Industry
(FICCI) in Mumbai and Delhi. Both sides agreed to
jointly work for more than doubling bilateral trade
within three years from the current level of USD
2.7 billion. The sides also agreed to cooperate on
preferential trade relations under the framework
of the South Asia Free Trade Agreement (SAFTA).
The two Ministers mandated the Commerce
Secretaries to pursue with vigour the task of fully
normalizing bilateral trade relations, dismantle all
non-tariff barriers, full implementation of SAFTA
obligations and prepare the roadmap for grater
preferential trading arrangements between India
and Pakistan.
The visit of the Commerce, Industry and
Textiles Minister Shri Anand Sharma to Pakistan
from 13-17 February 2012 was the first ever bilateral
visit of an Indian Commerce Minister to Pakistan.
The Minister was accompanied by a 100-strong
delegation of senior captains and representatives
of India’s trade and industry segments. He presided
over the closing of ‘India Show’ – the first ever Indiaspecific trade exhibition in Pakistan - in Lahore,
which had participation of over 150 representatives
of Indian business, trade and industry
organizations. He visited Karachi, where he
addressed representatives of business community.
The Minister held bilateral talks with his
counterpart in Islamabad, where he also
participated in the 6th Meeting of SAFTA Council
of Ministers on February 16.
Pakistan’s Minister of Commerce visited India
in connection with the ‘Lifestyle Pakistan’ Exhibition
in New Delhi from April 12-14, 2012. The
Exhibition showcased Pakistan’s high-end products
in textiles, jewellery, designer furniture, leather
goods and other designer products and had over
100 exhibitors and more than 650 participants from
Pakistan.
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Trade Normalisation
During the 5th round of talks of Commerce
Secretaries (the first round in the resumed dialogue),
held in Islamabad on April 27-28, 2011, the two
sides agreed to make efforts to create an enabling
environment for trade on both sides. They also
decided to set up a number of Working Groups/
Sub-groups to explore mutual cooperation. These
included: Working Group to address sector-specific
barriers; Joint Technical Group to oversee progress
in development of physical infrastructure at AttariWagah Land Customs Station (inauguration of the
Integrated Check Post, opening of a dedicated trade
gate at Attari/ Wagah); Customs Liaison Border
Committee; JWG on Economic Cooperation; subGroup on Customs Cooperation; Group of Experts
on Trade in Electricity; Sub Group/ Group of
Experts on trade in petroleum products. All these
groups have since held their meetings.
In early November 2011, the Pakistan cabinet
took a decision to fully normalize trade relations
with India, of which granting MFN status to India
would be a part (India had granted MFN status to
Pakistan in 1996). India welcomed the in-principle
decision, as well as the decisions to mandate full
normalization of bilateral trade relations and move
from a ‘positive list’ (of about 1950 items permitted
by Pakistan for imports from India) to a Negative
List of items. In their meeting on the sidelines of the
SAARC Summit in Maldives on November 10,
2011, PM and PM Gilani agreed that the process of
trade normalization between the two countries
would be pursued to its logical conclusion by
conducting trade on MFN basis at the earliest. In
March 2012, Government of Pakistan notified a
Negative List of 1209 items which cannot be
imported from India.
The Commerce Ministers agreed during their
meeting in Islamabad in February 2012 that both
sides would scrupulously adhere to the roadmap
drawn up by the Commerce Secretaries for full
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normalization of trade relations by, inter alia,
phasing out the Negative List for imports from India
before the end of 2012, and advancing preferential
trading arrangements through SAFTA. The
Commerce Secretaries of the two countries are to
meet for, inter alia, discussing reduction in the size
of the SAFTA Sensitive Lists and drawing up a
programme for phasing in tariff liberalization on
such items; as well as further strengthening of
institutional arrangements for promoting bilateral
trade and commerce.
With a view to build confidence of the business
community on both sides, representatives of various
trade regulatory bodies of India met, in India and
in Pakistan, representatives of leading chambers of
commerce and industry of Pakistan and discussed
matters pertaining to trade regulations, standards,
labeling and marking requirements. The two
countries have initialed three agreements, viz.,
Customs Cooperation Agreement, Mutual
Recognition Agreement and Redressal of Trade
Grievances Agreement.
Trade Infrastructure
The Home Minister of India, in the presence
of, among others, the Commerce Ministers of India
and Pakistan, and the Chief Ministers of the states
of Punjab of the two countries inaugurated the
Integrated Check Post (ICP) at Attari
on April 13, 2012. The Attari ICP represents
vastly improved infrastructure to facilitate trade and
travel. Spread over 118 acres, it contains a passenger
terminal measuring 9,600 sq mts, a dedicated cargo
terminal measuring 4,700 sq mts, and separate
import and export ware houses measuring over
10,000 sq mts, apart from over 50,000 sq mts of
parking space for trucks, and equally large area for
future expansion. In recent months, various
segments in Pakistan have spoken in favour of
opening more land trade routes with India,
including Munabao-Khokhrapar.
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Joint Commission
External Affairs Minister and the Foreign
Minister of Pakistan had decided in their meeting
in July 2011 to reactivate India-Pakistan Joint
Commission. The Ministers are to Co-chair the
Plenary of the Joint Commission in their next
meeting.
Other Initiatives
Industry representatives and officials from the
two countries have held discussions on trade in
electricity and also trade in petroleum products and
Liquefied Natural Gas. Officials of the central banks
of both countries have also met to discuss
cooperation in banking sector, inter alia, by opening
branches of two public sector banks in each other’s
country. Pakistan welcomed India’s recent decision
to allow investment from Pakistan (notified by the
Government of India in July 2012). Pakistan has
also expressed appreciation for India’s support for
getting approved the EU trade concession package
for Pakistan by the General Council of WTO.
Humanitarian Issues and
People-to-People Contacts
According to the information provided by
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Pakistan, there were
136 fishermen from India in Pakistani custody as
on July 1, 2012. Out of these, 55 were released on
August 16, 2012 (bringing to 603 the total number
of Indian fishermen released by Pakistan in 2012).
Though Indian civil prisoners believed to be in the
custody of Pakistan authorities number 223, the list
provided by Pakistani authorities on July 1, 2012
acknowledges presence of only 59 prisoners. Over
the past three years (2010, 2011 and 2012 so far)
Pakistan has released 19, 13 and 23 prisoners,
respectively.
India has been consistently taking up with
Government of Pakistan, at all appropriate levels,
the issue concerning all Indian prisoners, including
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fishermen, in Pakistani jails or under the custody
of Pakistan authorities. Steps have been taken to
implement the understanding reached between the
Home/ Interior Secretaries of the two countries in
March 2011 for releasing without delay the
fishermen and civilian prisoners who complete their
sentence, whose nationality has been confirmed by
the respective government and whose travel
documents have been received. In their meeting in
May 2012, Home/ Interior Secretaries agreed to
release such fishermen, along with their boats, and
to transfer to charitable institutions in the respective
country those prisoners whose nationality status has
not been confirmed due to either lack of information
or disabilities of the prisoner concerned. Talks were
held between the Director General of the Indian
Coast Guard and the Director General of the
Pakistan Maritime Security release of inadvertent
crossers (fishermen) and their boats on the same
lines as inadvertent crossers on land.
India-Pakistan Judicial Committee on
Prisoners, consisting of four retired judges from
each side, has been active in recommending steps
for humane treatment and expeditious release of
prisoners of each country in the others’ jail/
custody, and adoption of a humane approach in
dealing with cases of fishermen and prisoners,
especially women, elderly, juvenile, and those
terminally ill or suffering from serious illness or
physical / mental disability. Members of the
Committee visited Pakistan from April 18-23, 2011
and visited jails in Karachi, Rawalpindi and Lahore.
They visited India (Delhi, Jaipur, Amritsar) from
January 23-27, 2012.
On April 9, 2012, the Supreme Court of India
granted bail to Dr Khalil Chisti an octogenarian
Pakistan national serving sentence on murder
charges in India, and later allowed him to travel to
Pakistan on certain conditions. The leadership of
Pakistan and a number of civil society activists had
appealed for Dr. Chishti’s release. An Indian
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prisoner, Sarabjit Singh, awaits disposal of his mercy
petitions to the President of Pakistan.
The first Visa Agreement with Pakistan was
signed on September 14, 1974. Since then the
Agreement was revised in 1986 and 1990 with the
exchange of notes between the two countries.
Home/Interior Secretaries had decided in March
2011 to set up JWG on Visa related issues. The JWG
has since finalised a mutually agreed text of the
Agreement. It is yet to be signed.
In order to facilitate travel between the two
countries, different train and bus services run
between the two countries. The train services in
operation between India and Pakistan are (i)
Samjhauta Express (biweekly, with termini in
Lahore and Delhi); Attari-Wagah rail route is also
open for movement of freight trains; and (ii) weekly
Thar Express from Munabao-India to Zero Point
Railway Station near Khokrapar – Pakistan. Bus
services run between India and Pakistan on the
following routes: Delhi-Lahore (all days except
Sunday), Amritsar-Lahore (twice a week) and
Amritsar-Nanankana (twice a week).
In order to enable people on both sides of the
Line of Control (LoC) in Jammu and Kashmir to
move freely and trade with one another, cross-LoC
Confidence Building Measures (CBMs) have been
put in place and are being strengthened. These
include trade and travel on the SrinagarMuzaffarabad and Poonch-Rawalakot routes
across the LoC. The number of trading days across
these two points was increased from two to four
per week, in accordance with the decision taken
by External Affairs Minister and Foreign Minister
Khar in their meeting in July 2011 in New Delhi.
The two sides are discussing a number of other
measures to facilitate cross-LoC travel and trade,
including allowing multiple entry permits for travel,
and strengthening infrastructure. Government
assists, in coordination with authorities in Pakistan,
groups of Indian pilgrims which visit designated
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religious places in Pakistan under a 1974 Protocol,
which specifies such places in both countries.
Pakistan controls roughly one-third of the
state, referring to it as Azad (free) Jammu and
Kashmir. It is semi-autonomous. A larger area,
including the former kingdoms of Hunza and
Nagar, is controlled directly by the central
Pakistani government.
The Indian (eastern) side of the ceasefire line
is referred to as Jammu and Kashmir.
Both countries refer to the other side of the
ceasefire line as “occupied” territory.
INDIA-RUSSIA RELATIONS
Relations with Russia are a key pillar of India’s
foreign policy and Russia has been a longstanding
time-tested partner of India. Since the signing of
“Declaration on the India-Russia Strategic
Partnership” in October 2000 (during the visit of
President Vladimir Putin to India), India-Russia ties
have acquired a qualitatively new character with
enhanced levels of cooperation in almost all areas
of the bilateral relationship including political,
security, trade and economy, defense, science and
technology and culture. Under the Strategic
Partnership, several institutionalized dialogue
mechanisms operate at both political and official
levels to ensure regular interaction and follow up
on cooperation activities. During the visit of Russian
President to India in December 2010, the Strategic
Partnership was elevated to the level of a “Special
and Privileged Strategic Partnership.”
Political Relations
Annual Summit meeting between the Prime
Minister of India and the President of the Russian
Federation is the highest institutionalized dialogue
mechanism under the Strategic Partnership
between India and the Russian Federation. So far
14 Annual Summit meetings have taken place
alternatively in India and Russia. The last (14th)
Annual Summit was held in Moscow on 21 October

2013 when then PM Dr. Manmohan Singh visited
Moscow and had a meeting with President Putin.
A Joint Statement “Deepening the Strategic
Partnership for Global Peace and Stability” was
adopted during the Summit. Bilateral agreements
concluded during the Summit included a Treaty on
sentenced persons; MoUs on standardisation and
on energy efficiency; and Programmes of
Cooperation in science & technology and in
biotechnology. On 23 May, Russian President
Vladimir Putin had a telephone conversation with
PM Shri Narendra Modi to congratulate him on the
election victory. President Putin also sent a
congratulatory message to PM Shri Narendra Modi,
in which he gave a high assessment of the
traditionally friendly ties between India and Russia
and said “Fruitful cooperation over recent years has
produced impressive results, and he is confident that
the two countries can work together to build on
and multiply these achievements.”
There are regular high-level interactions
between the two countries. Two InterGovernmental Commissions - one on Trade,
Economic, Scientific, Technological and Cultural
Cooperation (IRIGC-TEC), co-chaired by the
External Affairs Minister (EAM) and the Russian
Deputy Prime Minister (DPM) and another on
Military Technical Cooperation (IRIGC- MTC) cochaired by Russian and Indian Defense Ministers,
meet annually. The 19th session of the IRIGC-TEC
and the 13th session of IRIGC-MTC were held in
Moscow on 4 October and 18 November 2013
respectively. Then EAM Shri Salman Khurshid
visited Moscow for intersessional meeting of IRIGCTEC in April 2013 and then in October 2013 for
the IRIGC-TEC meeting with Deputy PM Dmitry
Rogozin and meeting with Foreign Minister of
Russia, Mr. Sergey Lavrov. Foreign Minister Mr.
Sergei Lavrov visited India from 9-11 November
2013 for the India-Russia-China Foreign Ministers’
meeting and Asia-Europe Ministerial meeting. In
February 2014, Deputy Prime Minister Dmitry
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Rogozin visited India for intersessional meeting of
IRIGCTEC, which he co-chaired along with then
EAM. He also called on former PM and met former
NSA. Foreign Secretary visited Moscow on 15-17
April, 2014 for intersessional Foreign Office
Consultations, where she met with First Deputy
Foreign Minister Vladimir Titov, and Deputy
Foreign Minister Igor Morgulov. Minister of State
for Petroleum and Natural Gas, Shri Dharmendra
Pradhan visited Moscow on 15-18 June, 2014 to
participate in the 21st World Petroleum Congress
(WPC). On 19 June 2014, DPM Rogozin visited
India and met with EAM, Raksha Mantri, and new
NSA. He also called on PM Shri Narendra Modi.
India has longstanding and wide-ranging
cooperation with Russia in the field of defence.
India-Russia military technical cooperation has
evolved from a simple buyer - seller framework to
one involving joint research, development and
production of advanced defence technologies and
systems. BrahMos Missile System, Joint development
of the Fifth Generation Fighter Aircraft and the
Multi Transport Aircraft, as well as the licensed
production in India of SU-30 aircraft and T-90
tanks, are examples of such flagship cooperation.
The two countries also hold exchanges and training
exercises between their armed forces annually. The
Inter Governmental Commission and its Working
Groups and Sub-Groups review defence
cooperation between the two countries. On 14 June
2014, PM Shri Narendra Modi dedicated the
Russian-built aircraft carrier’ INS Vikramaditya to
the nation at a special ceremony off the coast of
Goa.
Commercial Relations
Trade, investment and economic cooperation
between India and Russia has been growing
steadily. In 2009, both sides set the target of US $
20 bn bilateral trade by 2015. India-Russia bilateral
trade in 2013 stood at US$ 10.01 bn, out of which
India’s exports to Russia stood at US$ 3.1 bn (an
increase of 1.7% over 2012) and India’s imports
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amounted to US$ 7 bn (showing decrease of 14%
over 2012). Indian investments in Russia are
estimated to be US$ 7 bn, bulk of which is in the
energy sector, while Russian investments in India
are estimated to be of the order of US$ 3 bn,
primarily in the telecommunications sector. Priority
areas for expanding bilateral economic cooperation
are pharmaceuticals, IT, steel, diamonds, aviation,
fertilizers, infrastructure, heavy engineering and
food products.
IRIGC-TEC is the main institutional
mechanism to review economic cooperation. It
integrates seven working groups on trade and
economic cooperation, modernization and
industrial cooperation, energy, investment projects,
tourism and culture, science and technology, and
communications & IT. India - Russia Forum on
Trade and Investment co-chaired by the Commerce
and Industry Minister of India and the Russian
Minister for Economic Development, and India Russia CEOs’ Council are the two primary
mechanisms to promote direct bilateral businessto- business contacts between India and Russia.
Mechanisms such as India - Russia Business Council
(partnership between FICCI of India and CCI of
Russia), India - Russia Trade, Investment and
Technology Promotion Council (partnership
between CII of India and RUIE of Russia), India –
Russia Business Dialogue (partnership between CII
of India and Russia’s Business Council for
Cooperation with India) and India - Russia
Chamber of Commerce (with focus on SMEs)
supplement the efforts to build direct business - to business ties.
India-Russia CEOs’ Council met in St.
Petersburg in June 2013 and in Moscow in October
2013. Seventh India-Russia Forum on Trade &
Investment was held in St. Petersburg in September
2013. In May 2014, the 5th India-Russia Business
Dialogue was held within the framework of the
annual St. Petersburg International Economic
Forum (SPIEF). Russia is an important partner in
peaceful uses of nuclear energy and it recognizes
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India as a country with advanced nuclear
technology with an impeccable non-proliferation
record. Construction of the Kudankulam Nuclear
Power Plant (KKNPP) Units 1 & 2 (VVER 1000 MW
units) is an example of fruitful cooperation between
India and Russia. KKNPP Unit 1 became
operational in July 2013, and attained full
generation capacity on 7 June 2014, while its Unit
2 is at an advanced stage of construction.
India and Russia also have ongoing
cooperation in the field of hydrocarbons and power.
ONGC Videsh Limited has substantive investments
of over US$ 5 billion in two major oil and gas
projects – Sakhlin-1 and Imperial Energy Limited
(Tomsk). Russian companies are engaged in several
power plant and oil and gas projects in India. In
May 2014, ONGC and Rosneft signed an MoU for
the exploration of hydrocarbon in the Arctic
offshore. India-Russia cooperation in the field of
peaceful uses of outer space dates back to about
four decades. The two countries are currently
engaged in cooperation on GLONASS and other
space applications.
The Working Group on Science and
Technology functioning under IRIGC-TEC, the
Integrated Long Term Programme (ILTP) and the
Basic Science Cooperation Programme are the three
main institutional mechanisms for bilateral Science
and Technology cooperation, while the Science
Academies of the two countries promote interacademy exchanges. ILTP which supports
collaborative research in basic and applied sciences
has resulted in establishment of 9 thematic centers
in India and Russia and implementation of about
500 projects. In 2010, ILTP was extended for
another 10 years with a renewed mandate
“innovation led technology programme”. IndiaRussia Science and Technology Centre with a
branch each in Delhi-NCR and Moscow was set
up in 2011-12 in order to promote transfer of
technologies and their commercialization. Two
Programmes of Cooperation in the field of science
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and technology and in biotechnology were signed
in October 2013 and are in the process of
implementation.
C ul t u ra l
There is a strong tradition of Indian studies in
Russia. Jawaharlal Nehru Cultural Center at the
Embassy of India, Moscow (JNCC) maintains close
cooperation with leading Russian institutions
including the Institute of Philosophy, Moscow,
Russian State University for Humanities, Moscow,
Institute of Oriental Studies, Moscow, Institute of
Asian and African Studies at the Moscow State
University, School of International Relations at the
St. Petersburg University, Kazan Federal University,
Kazan and Far Eastern National University,
Vladivostok. There is a Mahatma Gandhi Chair on
Indian Philosophy at the Institute of Philosophy,
Moscow, while a Chair of Contemporary Indian
Studies is at the Russian State University for
Humanities, Moscow. About 20 Russian
Institutions, including leading universities and
schools, regularly teach Hindi to 1500 Russian
students. Apart from Hindi, languages such as
Tamil, Marathi, Gujarati, Bengali, Urdu, Sanskrit
and Pali are taught in Russian Institutions. There is
general interest among Russian people in Indian
dance, music, yoga and ayurveda. JNCC conducts
classes in yoga, dance, music and Hindi for
approximately 500 students every month. There are
regular cultural initiatives to promote people-topeople contacts between India and Russia. A
Festival of Indian Culture covering 10 cities of Russia
took place in 2013.
Indian Community
Indian Community in the Russian Federation
is estimated at about 15,000. In addition, about
1,500 Afghan nationals of Indian origin live in
Russia. About 500 Indian businessmen reside in
Russia including about 200 businessmen who work
in Moscow. An estimated 300 registered Indian
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companies operate in Russia. Majority of Indian
businessmen/companies in Russia are involved in
trading while some represent Indian banks,
pharmaceuticals, hydrocarbon and engineering
companies. Tea, coffee, tobacco, pharmaceuticals,
rice, spices, leather footwear, granite, I.T. and
garments are amongst the products being imported
by these companies from India. There are
approximately 4,500 Indian students enrolled in
medical and technical institutions in the Russian
Federation. About 90% of them pursue medical
studies in about 20 universities/institutions across
Russia. Hindustani Samaj is the oldest Indian
organization in Russia functioning since 1957.
Other Indian organizations in Moscow include
AMMA, DISHA, Indian Business Alliance,
Overseas Bihar Association, Textile Business
Alliance, Bhartiya Sanskritik Samaj, and
Ramakrishna Society Vedanta Centre. Embassy of
India School in Moscow is affiliated to Kendriya
Vidyalaya Sangathan in New Delhi with teachers
deputed from India.
INDIA-SAUDI ARABIA RELATIONS
India and Saudi Arabia enjoy cordial and
friendly relations reflecting the centuries old
economic and socio-cultural ties. The establishment
of diplomatic relations in 1947 was followed by
high-level visits from both sides. King Saud visited
India in 1955 and the Prime Minister Jawaharlal
Nehru visited the Kingdom in 1956. The visit of the
Prime Minister Indira Gandhi to Saudi Arabia in
1982 further boosted the bilateral relations. In the
recent times, the historic visit of King Abdullah to
India in 2006 resulted in signing of ‘Delhi
Declaration’ imparting a fresh momentum to the
bilateral relationship. The visit provided the
framework for cooperation in all fields of mutual
interest. The reciprocal visit by Prime Minister Dr.
Manmohan Singh to Saudi Arabia in 2010 raised
the level of bilateral engagement to ‘Strategic
Partnership’ and the ‘Riyadh Declaration’ signed
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during the visit captured the spirit of enhanced
cooperation in political, economic, security and
defence realms. In February 2014, during the visit
of His Royal Highness Crown Prince Salman Bin
Abdulaziz Al-Saud, Deputy Prime Minister and
Minister of Defence of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
to India, a Joint Statement was issued.
Bilateral Agreements/MoUs
The bilateral Agreements and MoUs signed are
as follows:
1. Signing of ‘Delhi Declaration’ in 2006 during
the visit of King Abdullah; it laid the roadmap
for bilateral cooperation;
2. Signing of ‘Riyadh Declaration’ in 2010 during Prime Minister Dr. Manmohan Singh’s
visit to Riyadh. It raised the level of interaction to ‘Strategic Partnership’ in the realm of
political, economy, security and defence;
3. MoU for Foreign Office Consultations;
4. MoU on the Establishment of Joint Business
Council between Council of Saudi Chambers
of Commerce and Industry (CSCCI) and Federation of Indian Chambers of Commerce &
Industry (FICCI);
5. Bilateral Promotion and Protection of Investments (BIPA);
6. Agreement on Avoidance of Double Taxation
and Prevention of Tax Evasion (DTAA);
7. MoU on Combating Crime;
8. Agreement in the field of Youth and Sports;
9. MoU of Scientific and Educational Co-operation between the Ministry of HRD, India and
Ministry of Higher Education, KSA;
10. Extradition Treaty;
11. Agreement on Transfer of Sentenced Persons;

www.iasexamportal.com/civilservices/study-kit

Online Course for Civil Services Preliminary Examination
 Online Coaching for CSAT Paper - 1 (GS)
http://iasexamportal.com/civilservices/courses/ias-pre/csat-paper-1
 Online Coaching for CSAT Paper - 2 (CSAT)
http://iasexamportal.com/civilservices/courses/ias-pre/csat-paper-2
 सामान्यअध्ययनप्रारं भिकपरीक्षाकेभिएऑनिाइनकोच ग
ं (पेपर – 1)
http://iasexamportal.com/civilservices/courses/ias-pre/csat-paper-1-hindi
 सीसैट (CSAT) प्रारं भिकपरीक्षाकेभिएऑनिाइनकोच ग
ं (पेपर - 2)
http://iasexamportal.com/civilservices/courses/ias-pre/csat-paper-2-hindi

Online Course for Civil Services Mains Examination
 General Studies Mains (NEW PATTERN - Paper 2,3,4,5)
http://iasexamportal.com/civilservices/courses/ias-mains-gs
 Public Administration for Mains
http://iasexamportal.com/civilservices/courses/ias-mains-pub-ad

Online Course for One Day Examination
 Online Coaching for SSC CGL (Tier-1) Exam
http://sscportal.in/community/courses/ssc-cgl-tier-1
 SSC ह द
ं ी Online Coaching
http://sscportal.in/community/courses/ssc-cgl-tier-1-hindi

For Full Information about Online Coaching Click below Link:
http://iasexamportal.com/civilservices/courses

Study Kit for Preliminary Examinations:
 IAS (Pre) GS Paper 1
http://iasexamportal.com/civilservices/study-kit/ias-pre/csat-paper-1

 IAS (Pre) GS Paper 2
http://iasexamportal.com/civilservices/study-kit/ias-pre/csat-paper-2

 आई. ए. एस. (सामान्यअध्ययन) प्रांरभिकपरीक्षा 2014 पेपर -1
http://iasexamportal.com/civilservices/study-kit/ias-pre/csat-paper-1-hindi

 आई. ए. एस. (सी-सैट) प्रांरभिकपरीक्षा 2014 पेपर -2
http://iasexamportal.com/civilservices/study-kit/ias-pre/csat-paper-2-hindi

Study Kit for Mains Examinations:
 Contemporary Issues
http://iasexamportal.com/civilservices/study-kit/contemporary-issues-ias-mains

 Public Administration
http://iasexamportal.com/civilservices/study-kit/ias-mains-public-adminstration

 Essay Writing
http://iasexamportal.com/civilservices/study-kit/essay-mains

 English Grammar & Comprehension
http://iasexamportal.com/civilservices/study-kit/ias-mains-english-compulsory

 History
http://iasexamportal.com/civilservices/study-kit/ias-mains-history

 Philosophy
http://iasexamportal.com/civilservices/study-kit/ias-mains-philosophy

 Sociology
http://iasexamportal.com/civilservices/study-kit/ias-mains-sociology

 General Studies
http://iasexamportal.com/civilservices/study-kit/gs-mains

Study Kit for UPSC Other Examinations:
 Armed Police Forces (CAPF)
http://iasexamportal.com/civilservices/study-kit/capf

Study Kit for Other One Day Examinations:
 SSC Combined Graduate Level (Tier - I)
http://sscportal.in/community/study-kit/cgl

 सीजीएि (हटयर-1) अध्ययनसामग्री
http://sscportal.in/community/study-kit/cgl/tier-1-hindi

 SSC Combined Graduate Level Examination (Tier - II)
http://sscportal.in/community/study-kit/cgl-tier-2

 SSC Combined Higher Secondary Level (10+2) Examination
http://sscportal.in/community/study-kit/chsle

 IBPS Specialist Officer Study Kit
http://bankexamportal.com/study-kit/ibps-specialist-officer

 IBPS Probationary Officer (PO) Study Kit
http://bankexamportal.com/study-kit/ibps-po

 IBPS Clerk Study Kit
http://bankexamportal.com/study-kit/ibps-clerk

For Full Information about Study Kits Click below Link:
http://iasexamportal.com/civilservices/study-kit

