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 Exam Name: UPSC 2019 LAW Paper II 

 Time Allowed : 3.00 Hrs 

 Maximum Marks : 250 

Question Paper Specific Instructions 

 (Please read each of the following instructions carefully before attempting questions)  

 There are EIGHT questions divided in two Sections and printed both in HINDI and in ENGLISH.  

 Candidate has to attempt FIVE questions in all.  

 Question Nos. 1 and 5 are compulsory and out of the remaining, THREE are to be attempted choosing at least ONE 

question from each Section. 

 The number of marks carried by a question/part is indicated against it.  

 Answers must be written in the medium authorized in the Admission Certificate which must be stated clearly on the 

cover of this Question-cum over of this Question-cum-Answer (QCA) Booklet in the space provided. No marks will 

be given for answers written in a medium other than the authorized one.  

 Word limit in questions, wherever specified, should be adhered to.  

 Attempts of questions shall be counted in sequential order. Unless struck off, attempt of a question shall be counted 

even if attempted partly. Any page or portion of the page left blank in the Question-cum-Answer Booklet must be 

clearly str  

  

SECTION – "A" 
Q.1 Answer the following questions in about 150 words each: (10 x 5= 50) 

(a) Even without mens rea there are certain acts, which are offences under the Indian Penal Code, 1860. Enumerate 

such offences.  
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(b) Right to private defence under the Indian Penal Code, 1860 is available only to an innocent person. It is not a right 

to retribution. Analyze. 

(c) "Act done by me against my will, is not my act.” Examine in the light of legal provisions of the Indian Penal Code, 

1860.  

(d) "Pigeonhole theory' in the law of tort holds no justification now." Critically examine.  

(e) “E-commerce has adversely affected the consumer protection in India.” Elucidate the statement.  

  

Q.2 

(a)  "Any interference with a plaintiff's property may cause personal discomfort to the plaintiff in enjoyment of the 

property." Critically examine the statement with the help of decided cases. 15  

 

(b) "Recent judicial decisions of the courts have changed the spirit of Section 498 A of the Indian Penal Code, 1860.” 

Explain the statement with the help of judicial pronouncements.  15  

 

(c) "every culpable homicide and murder is necessarily a hurt, but every hurt is a culpable homicide and murder." 

Elucidate.  

 

Q.3 

(a)  A attempts to steal some jewels by breaking open a box belonging to B and finds, thereafter so opening the box, 

that there is no jewel in it, but A simultaneously puts Rs.100 currency note in the box, which was already stolen by A 

from C. Decide as to what offence(s) is/are committed by A. 20  

(b) The basic spirit of the Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes (Prevention of Atrocities) Act, 1989, which was 

diluted by the judiciary in Kashinath Mahajan's case, has been restored by the legislature recently. Examine critically. 

15  

(c) "Ascertainment of causation is a problem, when the events causing damage to plaintiff are not simultaneous but 

successive." Elaborate it with the help of decided cases under the law of tort. 15  

  

 Q.4 

 

(a) “A goldsmith putting earring to woman's ear does not require as much care as a surgeon performing surgery on 

the ear of woman.” Elaborate the law relating to degree of care required under the law of tort.  

 

(b) Mere physical boundaries are not the essential requirement to constitute the tort of 'false imprisonment', but 

psychological boundaries too are enough ir this regard. Critically examine 

 

(c) "Imputation of unchastity against a woman by spoken words is a wrong actionable without proof of special 

damage.” Examine under the law of tort.  
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Section-"B" 

Q.5 Answer the following questions in about 150 words each: 
10×5=50 

(a)  "The law of contracts is not the whole law of agreements, nor it is the whole law of/obligations, but it also deals 

with the rights and obligations of both." Elucidate.  

 

(b)  "The dissolution of partnership is the dissolution of a partnership firm, but the dissolution of a partnership firm is 

not the dissolution of partnership." Elucidate with the help of legal provisions and cases. 

 

(c)  “Public interest litigation is not the pill of all ills, it is the boon of the courts. However it is also the duty of the court 

to prevent its misuse." Elucidate. 

 

(d)  "Contract of agency is revocable like an ordinary contract, but sometimes it is impossible to repudiate it." Analyze 

with the help of decided cases and relevant provisions. 

 

(e)   "Pragmatic regime of right to information for citizens is the key to good governance in India, but it is not being 

implemented in its original spirit.” Examine it in the light of decision of the Supreme Court of India in Anjali Bhardwaj 

vs. Union of India, February 2019.  

  

Q.6 

 

(a)  “Discharge of a contract includes breach of contract, but breach of a contract does not necessarily include 

discharge of contract." Examine the statement with suitable illustrations. 15  

 

(b) “The National Green Tribunal, which was established for effective and expeditious disposal of cases relating to 

environmental protection and conservation of forests and other natural resources, has played a pivotal role in the 

recent past in this regard.” Examine the statement with reference to pronouncements given by the National Green 

Tribunal.  

 

(c) Ascertainment of jurisdiction is a big challenge under the cyber law. Elaborate the relevant legal provisions of the 

Information Technology Act along with various tests applied by the Indian courts. 

 

Q.7 

 

(a)   “The principle of unjust enrichment finds place indirectly under the law of contract." Explain its various 

dimensions. 15  
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(b)  "Alternative dispute resolution mechanism as provided under the Legal Services Authorities Act, 1987 has played 

a pivotal role in dispensation of justice to the needy persons.” Explain with the help of legal provisions and case law. 

15  

 

(c)  “Parties to the contract of sale may reduce or enhance the risk relating to passing of property." Elucidate its 

various dimensions under the law of sale of goods. 20  

 

Q.8 

(a) “In the present time, there is a conflict between the right to access to knowledge and the copyright law." Explain 

the statement in the light of doctrine of fair dealing under the copyright law. 15  

 

(b)  "Approximate justice with finality by the way of arbitration is against the basic principle of administration of justice 

in the courts." Examine the statement in the light of latest developments of alternative dispute resolution system in 

India. 15  

 

(c)  "The basic purpose of competition policy and the law is to preserve and promote competition as a means of 

ensuring efficient allocation of resources in an economy.” Elucidate the statement in the light of new economic 

scenario in India.  20  
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