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10.0 OBJECTIVES

This Unit introduces you to the exparision of the British rule in Mysore and the
Maratha state. After reading this Unit you will be able to:

@ understand the nature of struggle for power in Mysore and Maratha state,

® learn about the process of sﬁbjugation of Mysore and the Maratha state to the
British imperial system, and

¢ identify the factors responsible for the failure of the Indian states against the
British.

10.1 INTRODUCTION

In Block 1 you have read about the emergence of Mysore and the Maratha state
system following the disintegration of the Mughal empire in the course of the™
cighteenth century. The same period also witnessed the gradual penetration of the
European colonial powers into the Indian sub-continent. This resulted in growing
struggle between two forces, the Indian regional states and the colonial power, in
late eighteenth and early nineteenth century India for possession of political
supremacy. In this Unit we will try to make a critical appraisal of the struggle
between the British and Mysore and the Maratha state.

102 STRUGGLE FOR SUPREMACY : INDIAN
STATES AND THE BRITISH

In eighteenth century India we find the development of an intricate power struggle
between various groups of powers. It was not only a struggle between the colonial
power and the Indian states but also there was struggle among the Indian powers
themselves to establish political supremacy. Here we focus on the issues that
involved these different powers into a fierce struggle.

The most common cause for conflict among the Indian powers was the urge for
territorial expansion. The traditional approach to explain this expansionist policy ir
terms of personal desire of the rulers or their insatiable thirst for territory or their
religious zeal seems an oversimplification of the whole historical context. Territorial
acquisition was mainly a response to the need for further resources. When internally
a lumt had already been reached to extract fresh revenue, the main way of tapping
new resources was the acquisition of fresh territories. A prominant example : the
Marathas relied mostly on the Chauth and the Sardeshmukhi, collected from their
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spheres of influence. This necd for territorial expansion for the enlargement of their: Anglo-Maratha dnd
resources brought the different neighbouring states into conflict with each other. Mysore Wars

Besides this, in the case of Mysore we find that the peculiar situation of Mysore
- posed a great threat to the Marathas, the Nawab of Carnatic and the Nizam of
Hyderabad. The rise of Mysore was viewed with great alarm by the ncigh’bonn’rig
states. Each of these states was in the. process of consolidation and expansion of its
territorial boundary. In this process the emergence of Mysore naturally caused .
uneasiness to its neighbours. The Marathas and ‘the Nizam formed an alliance _
- against Mysore and also co-operated with the British to_curb the power of Mysore.
But the Nizam was equally apprehensive of the Maratha expansion in the South,
and therefore co—operated with the British against the Marathas. ‘Each -ane ‘was
trying to establish its supremacy over the other. Thus a major feature of the
contemporary political developments was that the Indian states were. engaged in’
fighting with each other to pursue their aggressive expansionist policy. This mutual
dissension and enmity among the ‘country powcrs ultlmatcly hclped the Bnush to
intervene effectxvely in theu- mtema{ pohty : :

The reasons for Bnush mterventmn in Mysore and the Maratha smtes were pnmanly
commercial. Haidar and Tipu’s control over the rich trade of the Malabar coast was
seen as a threat to the British t¢ade in pepper and cardamom: Mysore was also a
“threat to the British contro! over Madras, In case of Western, India the sudden
growth, mCompany s cotton trade after 1784 to China from Gujarat through -
Bombay ‘motivated the Bnush authonues to play a more interventionist role in the
region, The British authormcs wanted to remove thc intervention of the: Maralhab “
_from the way of their lucrative ‘trade. Moreover, the developmem in infantry and -
~ gunnery in both these states caused great uneasiness for the Company s afiny., Some
other development also accounted for.a more interventionist role by the British
‘authorities in these two states. Pamcularly the French alliance with the: Mysure S
* rulers was seen as a threat’ to the British dominance in this region. The British home -
government was in need of ﬁnance for the growing expenditure for Napoleonic wars
in Europe and the attitude of the Company merchams in favour .of direct pnhucal
intervention to protect their commerclal interest, T voured -a more aggresswe
expansionist polity in this region. The argumem p..t forward By the British«
colonialists in support of their military actions in India; was that *..most .
contcmporary Indian rulers were tyranmcal usurpe:s ofL prcvxous dynasues ang
rights, and could: thcrcforg:k ‘ fihspcnscd with at will sa that (this ancient, and’
cultivated people) could be* resiored to the full enjoyment of their religious. and cw:l : "‘I
rights’.” For examp}e. in case of’ Mysote it was argued that the- busw objectw: of .
Bnush pohcy was to rcstore tbe Hmdu Wodeyar house wh !i was overthmwn by ,;

| 10 3 MYSQRE WARS

Haidar Ali and Tlp“ S“J‘Nl f0ught four wars agalnst the B!‘ltl&h ‘before the final )
surrender of Mysore to-the' Bntlsh. &uthonty The basn: cause (,f these ' wats remained
the samg, Vit the Ubleﬂ of the ‘British to° nndermme the independent authority. of i
_the Mysore rulers. The Marathas the Nawab of Carnatic'and the Nizam- of -
Hyderabad from tifse to time aligned with the British to subdug the Mysore: [rglcr
“The Nizam and the: Marathas entered into an alliance: ‘with the’ British dgains

fi skitfully - - »
Haidar Ali and the Marathas attacked Mysore m }766 B“t Ha;dar i\ ! S\l n”y‘_h; S
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Thus ne 1aunched an attack against the British and reached upto the gates of ‘
Madras He forced the Madras councxl to sngn peace on his terms in 1769. This was
a defdnsnvi: alhance and’ both the powers agreed to help the other in case of an
attack by a thﬂd barty o

_The Bntl had no intention to stlck to this alliance. When the Mor: |Ih.,|\ invaded

Haidar's territoriés in. 177! he Brmsh did not come to his hdp Sis oW it wis the
quesﬁon bf A;etext for a second round of war betwu 0 the Hnmh unl ;hL

Marathas and the leam .md dduud
H Ho'in }78'T The Mysore troops contisued occassional
serinnhe*,bul Hanadf éied of‘:cancer in 1782 durmg the course of the second Anglo-
Mysore wa.r o , :

Tlpu, son and suecessor of Haxdar, continued the war agamst the Briush. However,

- lack of resources, uncertamty of the Maratha attitude, the presence of French fleet

%

on ihe Coromandc! coast and somc othcr consideranons changed the atmude of the

he
Marat sanq _ttge Ntzam to’
ine Bridt nade the war wi

»
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vigour to the British expummmst policy. Wellesley desired to m;;e Hysore anally
of his grand ‘subsidiary alliance’ system. But Tipn had no ‘intenition of surrendermg
his independent authority to the British imperial syste he Govern ¢
‘the British forces against Mysore rulcr who was d
1799. Tipu dxed in the course of war in the same year

Seringapatam was plundered and ha!f of 'I‘ipn’s donnmonx were: @mdpd bet' gen the

British and theif ally, the Nizam. The rule of Tipu's dy game 6 ‘8 d the '

Wodcyars from whom Haidar AL had seived powe
kmgdom Mysore virtual!y became: 8 de o

Mmt Wm

5 The usauh lnd hkin of serin serin :
ot v 3 Lt'?'zga.zzx’ )
Check Your Progress 1

‘1) ~Explain in 100 words the reasons for conflict between thc Indum statc and the
British, : E
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Britisi Conquest . .21 Read the followmg sentcnces and mark the correct one.
and Consolidation

x) There was rivalry among various Indian states because

~a) the rulers had different relxglous bellefs

b) the rulers did not beiong to the samie caste. v
c) the rulérs pursued the pollcy of territorial expan'sion '

i) bubsndlary Alliance’ system was mtroduced in India by
|- a) Lord Cornwalhs ' :
b) Lord Wellesiey.
¢) Lord Hastings. =
iiiy  After the death of Tipu Sultan in 1799, the British:
- a) ‘Restored Mysore to Tipu’s successors.
1. b) ‘Annexed Mysore to the British territory. . .. :
o) A small Mysore kingdom was formed out of Tipu s territory and was "
“yen to the Wodeyars
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| 10d4 MARATHA WARS

ln casc of the Marathas the ﬁ:st Brmsh mtcrvennon was at thc umc of dnspute over :
“succession to the Peshwas}np after the death-of Narayan Rao. Raghunath Rapor
'Raghoha wanted to get the’ Peshwashxp which's strong party at. Poona led by’ ‘Nana *
Fadnavxﬁ -opposed. Havmg failed in his. b:d to capture power, Raghunath Rao -
appealed.to tfie’ British for Telp. This was the - immediate background of the First
Maratha war ( 1775-&2) Mahadajt Sindia 'who bad an eye on;the feadership .of the '
L Maruthatconfcd’cfacy ‘did not’ wam confrontauon with the British which the British’
also didnot want at this stage As'a result the Tmaty of Salba: was sigried in 1782
which Nana’ Fadnavxs ratified after a. yyear. The British possession of Salseite was
cdnﬂrmed and Madhav Rao Narayan was recogmsed as thc ‘ightful Peshwa.

The peace thus cstabhshed wnh the Brmsh contmued for the commg 20 years. This
_ B gave the Bntlsh needed time to concentrate on other fronts specially against Mysore.
I . ‘ . The Maratha state was in a very bad shape durmg thcse years The Maratha chiefs
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were trying to curb their independent principalities, Gaikwad at Baroda, Bhonsle at
Nagpur, Holkar at Indore and Sindia at Gwalior. There was also dissension
regarding the succession to the Peshwaship and Nana Fadnavis was in complete
control of the Maratha affairs at the centre. During this time Lord Wellesley in
order to establish complete control of the British over the Marathas invited them to
enter into the ‘Subsidiary Alliance’ system. The Marathas rejected this British

_gesture of ‘friendship’, actually a. ploy for their. subjugatnon

The death of Nana Fadnavrs at thns Juncture gave the Bntrsh an added advantage :
Jaswant Rao Holkar, a powerful Maratha chief, defeated the.combined armies of
Sindia and the Peshwa at Poona-in 1800 and captured the city. The Peshwa
approached Wellesley for help This. prov:ded Wellesley an ideal opportunity. to
intervene 1h the ‘Maratha affalrs Thus the Second. Maratha War started. (1803-05)
The Peshwa, Baji Rao I, acceptcd the subsndnary alliance and slgned the Treaty of
Bassein in [802. The Peshwa lost his independent authomy in handling relations
with other powers without the British consent and had to-pay:a large:annual
subsidy. An attempt was made by Sindia and Bhonsle to-save Maratha".
independence. But they-could not stand before the well prepared and organised -

British force. The British army defeated the forces of Bhonsle and Sindia and at the

end both of them concluded separate treaties with the English. - Yashwant Rao- =
Holkar who so far remained aloof in the British attacks against Sindia and Bhonsle
made an attempt in 1804 to form a coalition of Indian rulers to fight against the -
British. But he was not successful in-his venture. The recall of -Lord Wellesley from

'lndra brought temporary peace m the region.

There was hawever not much development in the mternal affarrs of the Maratha
confederacy. The strength and resources were greatly exhausted,by NOW. Drsorder
and weakness prevailed in all the principalities of the Maratha chiefs. However,

Peshwa Baji Rao II made a last bid to rally together the Maratha chiefs against the:~
British in course of the third Maratha War (1817-1819). The British were not ready = -
to allow the Peshwa to exert his authority again on the Maratha. confederacm. The .
battles that followed decisively undermined the power and: prestlge of the Peshwa.; o

The Maratha eonfederacy was dissolved and the Peshwaslup ‘was: abohshcd The
British took complete control of the Peshwa Baji Rao's: dominions and he: became a
British retainer..Dominions of Bhonsle north of Narmada WEre- also annexed by the

British while he was allowed to keep the rest as a subsidiary prince. Holkar likewise

ceded some territory to the: British and became a subordinate chief. Pratap Singh, a
lineal descendant of Shivaji, was made ruler of a small prmcnpahty, Satara, which

was formed out of Peshwas domnmons

'10.5 INDIAN STATE: REASONS FOR FAILURE _

There were differences in nature, organisation and: ﬁmctlonmg of Mysore and thc
Maratha states (see Units 4, 3). However, we find certain common weaknetm in
both the states which were in fact characteristic of cighteenth century lndnn pohty
These weaknesses made the Indlan states vulnerable to 1mper|ahst auress:on

The major weakness in exghteenth century lndmn pohty was the constnnt mtngue
and warfare among the various states. The frequent warfares and growing rivalry

among the ‘country powers weakened the internal stability of the state and made it
an easy prey to rmpenahst intervention. As we have seen in the case of Mysore and

the Marathas that drsputes between these two states helped the Bntxsh to use one

against the other 10 estabhsh British hegemony over. both the states.
/

Second 1mponant factor was the lack of co-ordination and growing factionalism in
the administration. Administration based on personal favour and loyalty and along
the line of caste and other social divisions gave birth to different factions and
interest groups in administration who were opposed ta each other. This proved fatal
in a situation when there was possibility of attack from outside. In the case of the
Marathas, since 1780s there was significant change in the Maratha polity. The
Maratha chiefs in different regions like Sindia. Bhonsle. Gaikwad Holkar vere

Anglo-Marutha and

Mysore Wars
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British Conguest

and Consolidation

L hallenged by dxfferent groups Al these G&used polmcal mstablhty which the Bnush

' {

1. ES

ﬁ 'trymg to estabhsh thelr mdependcn;.,a.uthomy wnh nommal allegmnce to the L
Peshwa, This development of local centres of power certainly weakened the central
Maratha authontty Another: problem was-succession: which in most of the cases was

ully expl@xted in their favour.

E:aﬁu'rc of resomoe mob:hsatnon was anothcr amportan. factor for the fmlure of the

Indian states. The Maratha state was primarily dependent on resources from outside

, .hke chautk»and Sar«&.shmukt because internally they were not in position to tap new
sourpes. Though Mysaw was ¢omparatively better managed under Haidar and -
ipu, the Mysore:roler was not. much successful in tapping the resources. from the

. %untrymda. The lack of resources was & ma;or ‘constraint for the Indian states to
v @gm agpinst thg ?rmsh who were already in control of one of the most productive
- part of the cmmtry, Bcngal, and hed the backine: of thetr home Govemmem

:‘li liinié state’ ﬁlt ‘ ckﬁf :(C A Bgyly Tho; New Cambndge Hlstory of .
lndxa. Vol n l) Th;s,l‘;m;l of argumimt appears to be; mxsreprcsentatlo.[l of the
situation. As \ )dy sccn that the reasons for the failure of the Indian
not the religious or caste différences of the rulers and thie
wled Too much emphnsxs on the incapacity of Indlah military organisation is also _
not acceptable, speq;ally ‘whea we find thay the Mysore rulers tried to modernise the
arn model. The Msmthas also devetaped European style infantry

and ar art illery ‘wmgs

10§ LETUSSUMUF _

“Wc havc dxscusscd m thxs Umt the process of conquest and consohdauon of the
British. rule in Myqore and the Maratha state. It was primarily the commercial
mecrests of the Bnush whnch brought them in this region. Then the existing rivalry
among the local powers and the volatile polmcal situation in the region provided a

- fa\(ourable ground for pohtxcal intervention by the British. It took many vcars to get

‘complete control over the region and the British fought a number of wary I vubdue
al rulers. Internal weaknesses of the Indian states decided the final outcome
of thl struggie. for power. The defeat of Mysore and the Marathas proved fatal for

- the lndian powels and la\d the foundation of British rule in India.

Check Your Progress 2 - '
1Y Read the following statements and mark right (/) or wrong (X)
i) The treaty of Salbai confirmed the British possession of Salsette.
1)) The Peshwa did not accept the ‘Subsidiary Alliance’ system.
it}  The various Maratha chiefs were trying to establish their independent
authority.
iv)‘: The Indian states failed mainly because of their internal weaknesses.

2) How do you explain the success of the Brmsh against the Indian states? Give

-your answer in 100 words.

...............................................................................................................................
R L L T M
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10.7 ANSWERS TO CHECK YdUR Pﬁoomﬁ@f
EXERCISES RS

Check Your Progress l

1) Your answer should focus -on the commercxal mterest of the Bnush urge for
territorial expansion and political supremacy etc. See Sec. 10. 2

2) e i) b i) c :

. Check Your Progress 2 S
1) 1)\/ i) X lll)\/ rv)\/ ; R
2) Your answer should refer to the 1ack of co—ordmatmn

administrative weakness of the Indran states laek of rcs
See Sec. 10.5.

obilization; etc.

€
idminis
See Sec.
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