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Time Allowed : Three Hours Maximum Marks : 300

QUESTION PAPER SPECIFIC INSTRUCTIONS

Please read each of the following instructions carefully
before attempting questions

All questions are to be attempted.
The number of marks carried by a question/part is indicated against it.

Answer must be written in BENGALI (Bengali script) unless otherwise directed in the

question.

Word limit in questions, wherever specified, should be adhered to and if answered in much

longer or shorter than the prescribed length, marks may be deducted.

Any page or portion of the page left blank in the Question-cum-Answer Booklet must be
clearly struck off.
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One of India’s greatest musicians was M. S. Subbulakshmi, affectionately known to
most people as ‘MS’. Her singing brought joy to millions of people not only in all
parts of our country, but in other countries around the world as well. In October
1966, MS was invited to sing in the great hall of the General Assembly of the United
Nations in New York, while representatives of all the member countries listened.
This was one of the greatest honours ever given to any musician. For several hours
MS kept that international audience spellbound with the beauty of her voice and
her style of singing; when the concert was over, the entire audience stood up and
clapped as a sign of their appreciation of not only the singer but of the great music
that she had carried with her from an ancient land. India could not have had a
better ambassador. MS was the first musician ever to be awarded the ‘Bharat
Ratna’, India’s highest civilian honour. She was the first Indian musician to receive
the Ramon Magsaysay Award in 1974 with the citation reading “exacting purists
acknowledge Shrimati M. S. Subbulakshmi as the leading exponent of classical and
semi-classical songs in the Carnatic tradition of South India”.
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